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NW Washington Roundabouts Open House 
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS RECEIVED 
 
QUESTIONS RECEIVED 

TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
Question 1.  Will percolation test be performed to drainage - so as not 

to cause homeowners or others issues in the future - that 
area is the "Great Miami River Basin"   

The project will be designed to accommodate drainage according to the 
standards of the City of Hamilton and Ohio Department of 
Transportation. 
  

Will accommodations be made for traffic to access Zoar 
Street and Nelson Street and Woodrow St. once the 
roundabouts are built or someone else's problem? 

Roundabout geometry in proximity to these streets will reduce vehicle 
speeds in both directions thereby improving the ability for drivers to 
safely turn from/onto W. Elkton Rd. 

Change grade of hill? The slope of W. Elkton Rd. will be similar to the current slope. 
 

Cost compare study Traffic Signal vs Roundabout Now and 
Later 
 

A roundabout has a higher initial capital expenditure cost compared to a 
traffic signal. However, over the design life of the project, the roundabout 
has a higher benefit to cost ratio. This is due to lower annual 
maintenance costs and reduced crashes. Roundabouts reduce fatal/injury 
crashes by 78% compared to traffic signals, which results in a significantly 
lower crash cost over the life of the project. 

Lots of dollars spent both now and down line for up keep of 
roundabouts vs traffic signals - especially - possible 
recession looming   
 

Operational, maintenance, and delay costs are improved by constructing 
the roundabouts versus traffic signals. 
 
 

# of vehicles impacted by this construction and how long is 
the delay going to be  
 

A) Can the work be done during "off hours" to minimize 
impact?  
 
 
YES to a need for sidewalks kids walking to school/bikes 

 

There are about 17,000 vehicles travelling along North B Street near the 
intersection with West Elkton.  The impacts will vary considerably 
depending on the beginning and ending of trips. One example would be 
for a vehicle travelling from the Black Street Bridge to the Freshman 
Campus. The delay during closure would be an additional 4 minutes. 
 
The focus of construction scheduling will be done to avoid impacts while 
school is in session. Construction cannot be moved entirely to night work 
to avoid excessive noise issues for nearby residents. 
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TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
Thank you for your comment. Sidewalks and paths have been included in 
the project. 

Will the approaches to the roundabouts and the 
roundabouts be equipped with ice prevention technology to 
help during the extremes of our winters 
 

Ice control techniques for the project will be consistent with treatments 
currently used for roads in Hamilton. 

Question 2.  [re: features that interest you: Nothing. It’s just close 
enough to mess me up getting in & out of driveway, getting 
mail]   
 
I live right across street between Zoar & Nelson & have 
water runoff problems already from all the houses up the 
hill plus neighbors’ sewers runoff goes straight into my 
basement. Will any sewer pipe be laid or option to switch to 
Hamilton Sewer rather than septic tank? I can barely get out 
of driveway now with speeders. I have no air conditioning, 
so I open my windows. Construction will ruin my house & 
my lungs that close so long. 
  

The project will be designed to accommodate drainage according to the 
standards of the City of Hamilton and Ohio Department of 
Transportation. No additional sanitary sewers are planned as part of the 
project. 
 
Roundabout geometry in proximity to these streets will reduce vehicle 
speeds in both directions thereby improving the ability for drivers to 
safely turn from/onto W. Elkton Rd.  

Question 3.  The intersection of Hamilton Eaton Rd. and N. B. St. is 
impossible to turn left at all times of the day. Why can't a 
simple stop light solve the issue? We travel this route nearly 
every day and sometimes multiple times a day. We have to 
leave at least 10 minutes early if we have an appointment to 
make it on time.  

A primary issue we’re working to address with this project is to improve 
traffic flow and travel safety through the area. Traffic signals require 
more starts and stops and could result in increased backed-up traffic and 
travel delays which in turn result in increased number of accidents. 
Roundabouts, however, reduce travel speeds and allow traffic to flow 
almost continuously, turn more easily in desired directions and travel 
through the area more safely.   
  

Question 4.  Was realignment of NW Washington Blvd and Hamilton-
Eaton Rd considered at all before the two roundabouts were 
decided on. It seems that one roundabout with four 
intersecting roads might be much simpler to 
manage/maintain. Of course, environmental factors may 
have played an integral part in the final decision. I will 

We explored constructing one large roundabout rather than two. 
However, while a single roundabout might have been simpler from a 
roadway standpoint, the hills in the area would make construction much 
more difficult and cost prohibitive. Construction would also have required 
significant earth-moving, which would have created more disturbance to 
the area and to the park below.  



 

 3 

TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
probably only utilize the roundabouts if I go to New Miami 
and beyond.  
  

Question 5.  I agree with the right turn lane into the school.  
 
Why not put in traffic lights instead of round-abouts and 
upgrade/repave West Elkton Rd.  
 
The cross walks that are proposed - the kids don't walk that 
way. They walk down the sidewalk on the same side of the 
school walking toward Cleveland Ave.  
 
The communities across the street from the Freshman 
school are retirement communities. No children walk across 
the street to these communities.  

A primary issue we’re working to address with this project is to improve 
traffic flow and travel safety through the area. Traffic signals require 
more starts and stops and could result in backed-up traffic and travel 
delays. Roundabouts, however, reduce travel speeds and allow traffic to 
flow almost continuously, turn more easily in desired directions and 
travel through the area more safely. 
 
The sidewalk connections are planned to provide access for pedestrians 
to continue down North B Street and anticipated retail uses for the 
property across from the school. 
  

Question 6.  1. Should thought be given to considering one large 
roundabout?   
 
2. Please provide average numbers of vehicles traveling on 
each road per day: 

• NW Washington Blvd  
• W Elkton Road  
• North B Street  
• Hamilton Eaton Road   

 

We explored constructing one large roundabout rather than two. 
However, while a single roundabout might have been simpler from a 
roadway standpoint, the hills in the area would make construction much 
more difficult and cost prohibitive. Construction would also have required 
significant earth-moving, which would have created more disturbance to 
the area and to the park below. 
 
The opening (2030) / design year (2050) traffic volumes forecast at the 
roundabouts are as follows: 
• NW Washington Blvd. – 14,100 / 15,600 vehicles per day 
• W Elkton Road – 4,600 / 5,100 vehicles per day 
• North B Street (South) – 14,900 / 16,500 vehicles per day 
• North B Street (West) – 7,100 / 7,900 vehicles per day 
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SUGGESTIONS RECEIVED

TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
Suggestion 1. Very excited about "shared use path"...I would like City to consider NOW + IN 

THE FUTURE of possible use of golf carts (road ready) as a feasible mode of 
transportation on city streets!!  
 
Pedestrian crossings - would it be possible to have pedestrian bridges over the 
streets!! MUCH SAFER For all our students!!  
 
May need to reduce speed limit from Cleveland Ave to roundabouts. Problem 
gaining access to Northwest Blv for Berkeley, and other side streets in this area.  
 
Suggest new bridge be closer to roundabout rather than to Spooky Nook!!  
 
Overall project design is excellent. I am very excited. Thank you!!  
 
PS: Continue shared use path to Berkeley + Cleveland Avenue.  
 
Suggestion for another project:  
What about shared use path up EATON ROAD HILL!! It terrifies me when I see 
pedestrians/bikers "climbing" that hill. 

  

Thank you for your suggestions. Pedestrian bridges 
are very nice to have but are also very expensive and 
require the acquisition of more right-of-way. 
Pedestrian bridges require extensive ramps so that 
they are accessible to all users. Research has shown 
that when the distance to walk up to the bridge is 
twice as far as crossing the road, users choose the 
shorter path. 
 
The roundabout geometry limits speeds to about 15-
20 mph through the circle. By and large, roundabouts 
slow down vehicles traveling through the area in 
which they are located but allow them to flow 
through the intersection much more easily.  
 
Thank you for your suggestions regarding the other 
areas as well. We will keep them in mind as we 
continue to plan travel improvements throughout the 
city.  

Suggestion 2. Sidewalk across from the freshman school appears to stop at the end of the 
Retirement Homes. Be nice to have sidewalk extend to Berkeley and maybe 
Cleveland Ave.  

Extending the sidewalk to Berkeley and/or Cleveland 
Ave. is outside of the limits of this current project. 
However, we will keep your suggestion in mind as we 
continue to plan travel improvements throughout the 
city. 
  

Suggestion 3. 1. I think the City needs to do training videos so people can learn how to travel 
thru the roundabout - Right of way etc. I understand the county has these kinds 
of materials that can be shared on your social media page.  
  
2. I'm still not sure the changes to the one lane will help those of us who live in 
Hamilton West Estates get out of our subdivision. People do not come to a full 
stop @ Cleveland and the speed towards W. Elkton. Cars coming from W. Elkton 
towards Cleveland driveway to fast - quite a few don't even obey the school 

Thank you for your suggestion. We do have access to 
multiple videos about how to use roundabouts and 
can certainly make links available on our website and 
social media platforms once construction nears 
completion. 
 
As you noted, roundabouts are great with managing 
overall traffic flow. They also do a very good job of 
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TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
zone speed.   
 
3. All for the roundabout - I know it helps with traffic overall.  
   

slowing down vehicles as they travel through the area 
in which they are located without causing traffic 
backups and travel delays. We hope that these 
benefits will also help to improve access to and from 
nearby streets.  

Suggestion 4. Suggestion: Don't spend the money to install roundabouts. WHY: The amount 
(2.5 mil) per roundabout is too costly, so cost/benefit ration compared to a 
stoplight is way out of proportion. So project could be simpler & less expensive.   
 
[This comment was accompanied by the sketch below showing a suggested 
change in planning and design.] 
 

  

Thank you for your suggestion. However, a primary 
issue we’re working to address with this project is to 
improve traffic flow and travel safety through the 
area. Traffic signals require more starts and stops and 
could result in increased backed-up traffic and travel 
delays, which in turn result in increased accidents. 
Roundabouts, however, reduce travel speeds and 
allow traffic to flow almost continuously, turn more 
easily in desired directions and travel through the 
area more safely.   
While the expense of installing roundabouts may be 
more in the near term, we believe that the overall 
benefits will outweigh the cost in the long run. 
  

Suggestion 5. I mentioned this to Allen Messer and he seemed to think it might be possible 
but I am wondering if the evergreen tree that is closest to West Elkton and NW 
Washington intersection could be removed prior to the roundabout project 
(immediately would be great!) It really blocks the view when turning right onto 
West Elkton from NW Washington so removing it now might eliminate some 
accidents.  I would also appreciate a sidewalk on NW Washington on my side of 
the street all the way to Cleveland. I live in Washington Estates and go to 
Berkeley Square for Silver Sneakers classes 3 days a week. If there were a 

Thank you for mentioning this again. We will look into 
removing the tree as part of this project soon or 
making other changes to improve sightlines in the 
area. 
 
Although we will be constructing a shared-use path 
on the south side of NW Washington, it will end 
across from the Freshman School. Extending it to 
Berkeley and/or Cleveland Ave. is outside of the limits 
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TYPE # COMMENTS RESPONSE 
sidewalk on my side of NW Washington I could walk to class.  I am happy about 
the turn lane because it might help me turn left out of my neighborhood. 
  

of this current effort. However, we will keep your 
suggestion in mind as we continue to plan travel 
improvements throughout the city. 
  

 


