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Public meetings scheduled in
January for the North Hamilton
Crossing Study

As the feasibility study concludes, the project team
seeks public feedback on preliminary
recommendations.

City of Hamilton
Dec 13th, 2022

As the City of Hamilton and Butler County Transportation Improvement
District (BCTID) begin wrapping up the North Hamilton Crossing (NHX)
feasibility study, the project team is planning opportunities for the public to
review and provide feedback on the study’s results and its preliminary
recommendations. These will be conducted through an in-person public
meeting and virtual open house beginning January 23, 2023:

IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETING



January 23, 2023 | 5:30pm — 7:30pm
Fairwood Elementary School
281 N. Fair Avenue

VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
January 23, 2023 — March 12, 2023

In September 2021, the City and BCTID conducted a robust virtual public
input opportunity through which it gathered feedback from the public
confirming the purpose of the project and the needs it is intended to
address. East-west connectivity through Hamilton, safety along State Route
129, mobility and congestion on the local roadway network, and insufficient
crossings of the Great Miami River are just a few of the issues the project is
designed to address. More than 4,300 people throughout the City and
surrounding area visited the online opportunity and nearly 1,600 provided
input. Since then, the project team has met four times with a roughly 65-
member stakeholder committee comprised of local officials from the
Hamilton, Butler County, and adjacent townships, residents from
neighborhoods in the study area, as well as business representatives and
other interested parties to identify and evaluate approximately 16 possible
route alternatives for the NHX road. Using the results of environmental,
engineering, and traffic studies plus feedback received from the stakeholder
committee, these options were narrowed to two alternatives that are being
recommended for further study (see Conceptual Alternatives map below).


https://www.northhamiltoncrossing.org/

“Our goal for the public open house meetings is two-fold,” said Allen
Messer, Assistant Director of Engineering for the City of Hamilton. “First,
we want to share with the public the results of the studies completed to date
and the recommendations being made. Second, we want to provide the
public with an opportunity to ask questions and give us their input. The
feedback we receive is important and will be used to further shape the
study’s recommendations.”

Dan Corey, Director of the Butler County Transportation Improvement
District, noted that the next phase of project development will focus on

studying the recommended alternatives in much greater detail and



developing preliminary project designs. He also said that no decisions have
been made yet.

“Up until now, we’ve been looking at these alternatives from a 30,000-foot
view,” said Corey. “Now, we are going to zoom in and look at them and their
potential opportunities and impacts in much more detail. As part of this
process, we’ll be working closely with potentially affected neighborhoods to
help further study the options and put better shape to possible alignments.”

One of the areas that has the most potential to be affected is the North End,
as variations of the alignments being recommended for further study pass
through that community.

“We’ve already begun meeting with the North End neighborhood to discuss
the project and we will continue doing so throughout the next phase of
project development,” said Messer. “They are understandably concerned
about how the road might affect their community and its assets. We're
hoping that by working side-by-side with the neighborhood, we will be able
to find a solution that not only meets the needs of the project but also
responds to the goals of the community.”

OPEN HOUSE DETAILS

The in-person public meeting will be held as an open house. Anyone
wishing to attend can come at their convenience between 5:30 pm and 7:30
pm. Information will be presented on a series of information boards staffed
by project team representatives. Participants can share their comments
with the project team at the meeting, by email, mail, or phone. Following
the meeting, copies of project materials will be available for public review at
the Hamilton Lane Library at 300 N. Third Street.

The virtual open house will present the same information shared at the in-
person meeting, but through a website-based narrative. The public can
share their input by answering questions that will be embedded throughout
the material. Accessible through the project website,

, the virtual open house will be open 24/7

City of Hamilton Q



https://www.northhamiltoncrossing.org/
https://app.cerkl.com/org/profile.php?id=1968
https://app.cerkl.com/org/profile.php?id=1968

Anyone needing interpretation or translation services or other reasonable
accommodation to participate in either the in-person or virtual public input
opportunities, to review materials or provide comment, should contact
Allen Messer at Allen.Messer@Hamilton-oh.gov or (513) 785-7286.

ABOUT NHX

The goals of the North Hamilton Crossing study are to identify
transportation improvements that will improve mobility and reduce
congestion; improve the safety of motorists and the public by reducing
congestion and constructing designated pedestrian paths; improve
connections between the east and west sides of Hamilton; make travel
across the Great Miami River easier; explore opportunities to improve and
expand sidewalks and bike paths and public transportation options; and
support growth and redevelopment. First identified as a need in the Butler
County TID’s 2002 Preliminary Evaluation of Possible Transportation
Improvements in the Hamilton North/New Miami Area, the NHX project is
included in the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan, the Ohio-Kentucky-
Indiana Regional Council of Government’s 2050 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan, and is a priority in the City of Hamilton’s
comprehensive plan, Plan Hamilton.

Project updates will be sent out throughout the project development
process. Participants can sign up to receive the updates when they visit the

project website at

ODOT Project ID: 115755

Transport City Meetings Major Projects Road Closures & Lane Restrictions

City of Hamilton
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NHX Coverage 12.1.22 - 3.14.23
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@ Resident concerned North Hamilton Crossing Project will impact cemetery » 1
Date Collected Mar 10, 2023 9:58 PM EST Est. Audience 480,939
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $320,626
Source NewsBreak Market United States
Author Tayler Davis Language English
Resident concerned North Hamilton Crossing Project will impact cemetery

s

(S FOX19 NOW at 6:30 A2
Time Mar 10, 2023 6:34 PM EST Est. National Audience 17,115
Local Broadcast Time 6:34 PM EST Est. National Publicity Value USD $4,875

Category News

Call Sign WXIX (Fox)

Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

Est. Local Audience 17,115
Est. Local Publicity Value USD $4,875

red, yellow and green hoody. if you recognize her - call police. a project proposal in hamilton is getting mixed reactions... we are talking about the
north hamilton crossing project. experts say is has been in discussion for over 20 years to help relieve some of the traffic in the area... fox 19 now
tayler davis joins us from hamilton... with both sides of the issue. (:56) (1:40) "i have thre concerns with the north hamilton crossing project the
first being the greenwood cemetery." courtney carmac lives in hamilton and is talking about the north hamilton crossing project. it's a project
geared to build a new bridge across the great miami river ... and a new railroad overpass. carmack worries about some of the project proposals
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plans. "three of the proposal route still affect 0.5 acres of the cemetery where these proposals are i'm not confident in the feedback that i'm getting
those cemetery plots are not going to be affected i have nine and maybe even more family members buried where this is going to be butt up
against" this is what it wil look a four-lane boulevard that's going to connect the west side of the river to state route 129. "there ar some
misconceptions that we are doing the project for the new spooky nook but it's been studied for over 20 years now." hamilton assistan director of
engineering allen messer says it's needed to alleviate traffic and right now they are in the early phase with 16 routes being proposed for the project
"w are hoping to get the routes down to two or three here this spring that will be studied and there are some that go along the cemetery but we do
not envision having to relocate graves as a result of the project” resident keit reiring says even though it could impact his area.. he thinks it's long
overdue for the city .. "the city only ha two train crossings that are above or below grade i mean it's a safety issue with a hospital on the west side as
an an exotic cat rescued from oakley ... has been (1:40) " have three concerns with the north hamilton crossing project the first being the
greenwood cemetery." courtney carmac lives in hamilton and is talking about the north hamilton crossing project. it's a project geared to build a
new bridge across the great miami river ... and a new railroad overpass. carmack worries about some of the project proposals plans. "three of the
proposa routes still affect 0.5 acres of the cemetery where these proposals are i'm not confident in the feedback that i'm getting those cemetery
plots are not going to be affected i have nine and maybe even more family members buried where this is going to be butt up against" this is what it
wil look a four-lane boulevard that's going to connect the west side of the river to state route 129. "there are som misconceptions that we are doing
the project for the new spooky nook but it's been studied for over 20 years now." hamilton assistant director of engineering allen messer says it's
needed to alleviate traffic and right now they are in the early phase with 16 routes being proposed for the project "we are hoping to ge the routes
down to two or three here this spring that will be studied and there are some that go along the cemetery but we do not envision having to relocate
graves as a result of the project” resident keith reirin says even though it could impact his area.. he thinks it's long overdue for the city .. "the city only
has two trai crossings that are above or below grade i mean it's a
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@ Resident concerned North Hamilton Crossing Project will impact cemetery ” 3
Date Collected Mar 10, 2023 5:43 PM EST Est. Audience 39,671
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $30,855
Source Fox 19 Market Cincinnati, OH

Language English
Resident concerned North Hamilton Crossing Project will impact cemetery
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(B FOX19 NOW at 5 A4
Time Mar 10, 2023 5:14 PM EST Est. National Audience 17,660
Local Broadcast Time 5:14 PM EST Est. National Publicity Value USD $3,945

Category News

Call Sign WXIX (Fox)

Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

Est. Local Audience 17,660
Est. Local Publicity Value USD $3,945

there's a project proposal in hamilton is getting mix reactions... we are talking about the north hamilton crossing project experts say that has been
in discussion for over 20 years to help relieve some of the traffic in the area... fox 19 now tayler davis joins us live from hamilton... with both sides of
the issue. part of that plan is to rebuild this decade-old bridge behind me.. but there are other plans within the project sparking questions for some
of the people who live here. "i have three concerns wit the north hamilton crossing project the first being the greenwood cemetery." courtne
carmack lives in hamilton and is talking about the north hamilton crossing project. it's a project geared to build a new bridge across the great
miami river ... and a new railroad overpass. carmack worries about some of the project proposals plans. "three of the proposal route still affect 0.5
acres of the cemetery where these proposals are i'm not confident in the feedback that i'm getting those cemetery plots are not going to be affected
i have nine and maybe even more family members buried where this is going to be butt up against" this is what it wil look a four-lane boulevard
that's going to connect the west side of the river to state route 129. "there ar some misconceptions that we are doing the project for the new spooky
nook but it's been studied for over 20 years now." hamilton assistan director of engineering allen messer says it's needed to alleviate traffic and
right now they are in the early phase with 16 routes being proposed for the project "w are hoping to get the routes down to two or three here this
spring that will be studied and there are some that go along the cemetery but we do not envision having to relocate graves as a result of the project”
resident keit reiring says even though it could impact his area.. he thinks it's long overdue for the city .. "the city only ha two train crossings that are
above or below grade i mean it's a safety issue with a hospital on the west side as an east side resident i don't want to be stuck in the back of an
ambulance march 12th is the last day for residents to voice their opinions on the current proposals .. before the next step in the process. you can
find that website on our link to this
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@ North Hamilton Crossing: Second public commenting round ends soon ” 5
Date Collected Mar 8, 2023 3:03 AM EST Est. Audience 14,673
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $235
Source Journal-News Market Hamilton, OH
Author Michael D. Pitman Language English

There are 16 potential routes for the major thoroughfare.
The second public commenting period for the North Hamilton Crossing project ends at the end of the day on Sunday.

Officials for the project are seeking the community's thoughts, comments, and concerns regarding the pricy transportation project, which can be
done online, over the phone, or by email.

© 2023 Critical Mention
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The project, which is a mirror project to the South ... Hamilton Crossing at Grand Boulevard, has been on the Butler County thoroughfare plan for
decades, creating another avenue that provides unimpeded traffic.

Hamilton recently held an open house highlighting 16 potential routes, and cost estimates ranged widely, from $68 million to $171 million,
depending on the chosen route. The project will entail eminent domain, which is the government's right to take property for projects that have been
determined to benefit ... the general public.

The public can comment via the North Hamilton Crossing project website at northhamiltoncrossing.org, or they can contact Hamilton Assistant
Director of Engineering Allen Messer either by phone (513-785-7286) or email (allen.messer@hamilton-oh.gov).

"Public involvement is an important part of the project development process for proposed roadway improvements," according to a statement by the
city of Hamilton. "Input received will be used to help identify transportation issues, develop possible solutions, and ...

@ Officials debunk eminent domain theory tied to land along proposed North Hamilton Crossing route A~ |6

Copyright 2023 The Journal-News (Hamilton, Ohio)
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Date Collected Feb 25, 2023 3:14 PM EST Est. Audience 14,729
Category Print Est. Publicity Value USD $91
Source The Journal-News (Hamilton, Ohio) Market Ohio, US

Author Denise G. Callahan, Journal-News, Hamilton, Ohio Language English

Feb. 25—A number of private properties are going to be needed to create the massive North Hamilton Crossing thoroughfare, and concerns have
been expressed about the fairness of the land acquisition process.

Parts of the huge Bonham farm are in the crosshairs of several of the proposed routes, and the Journal-News received an email from someone
concerned about the fact some of the farm parcels were ... devalued during the 2020 reappraisal. The person suggested local government is "once
again abusing eminent domain and reducing the amount Butler County would have to pay for that land" for the North Hamilton Crossing project.

The Journal-News studied all of the parcels owned by John R. Bonham along and adjacent to Canal Road on the Butler County Auditor's website and
it is true, the value of about 800 acres dropped by slightly more than $4 million between 2019 and 2020 — when most property values countywide ...
on an area, what types, how much good soil compared to bad soil and other conditions like flood plains and things like that, that do effect those
properties."

According to the Ohio Department of Taxation the average per acre cropland value price dropped from $876 in 2019 to $668 in 2020.

The North Hamilton Crossing project has been in the county thoroughfare plan for decades and it involves creating another cross town avenue
that bridges the Great Miami River and provides passage that is unimpeded by train traffic.

The city recently held an open house to unveil 16 potential routes the road ... said a number of things go into the appraisal process and looking at
auditor's values is one.

"It is part of our research and due diligence to gather facts about the property, but the estimated value that we report is based on our research of
the market and our analysis of that data," Tout said.

Hamilton's Assistant Director of Engineering Allen Messer told the Journal-News it is a "fairly common misconception" that people see appraised
value on the auditor's website and believe that's what they'll get, "it's got zero to do with what it'll be appraised at for the project." He said the land

value is ... not the only compensation people will receive.

"It's not just the purchase of the property it's the relocation of business and residents, the services that are provided to them to help them find
replacement properties and those types of things," Messer said.

The North Hamilton Crossing project is a joint venture by the city, the Butler County Transportation Improvement District and the Ohio
Department of Transportation. The TID will be in charge of directing the property purchases.

TID Executive Director Dan Corey said his board must choose ...

LexisNexis Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | © 2023 LexisNexis
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Rome News-Tribune Date Collected Feb 25, 2023 11:01 AM EST Est. Audience 12,499
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $874
Source Calhoun Times Market Calhoun, GA

Author Denise G. Callahan, Journal-News, Hamilton, Ohio Language English

Feb. 25—A number of private properties are going to be needed to create the massive North Hamilton Crossing thoroughfare, and concerns have
been expressed about the fairness of the land acquisition process.

Parts of the huge Bonham farm are in the crosshairs of several of the proposed routes, and the Journal-News received an email from someone

concerned about the fact some of the farm parcels were ... devalued during the 2020 reappraisal. The person suggested local government is "once
again abusing eminent domain and reducing the amount Butler County would have to pay for that land" for the North Hamilton Crossing project.
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& Officials debunk eminent domain theory tied to land along proposed North Hamilton Crossing route A~ le

Date Collected Feb 25, 2023 10:24 AM EST Est. Audience 13,913,761
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $102,589
Source Yahoo! News Market United States

Author Denise G. Callahan, Journal-News, Hamilton, Ohio Language English

Feb. 25—A number of private properties are going to be needed to create the massive North Hamilton Crossing thoroughfare, and concerns have
been expressed about the fairness of the land acquisition process.

Parts of the huge Bonham farm are in the crosshairs of several of the proposed routes, and the Journal-News received an email from someone
concerned about the fact some of the farm parcels were ... devalued during the 2020 reappraisal. The person suggested local government is "once
again abusing eminent domain and reducing the amount Butler County would have to pay for that land" for the North Hamilton Crossing project.

The Journal-News studied all of the parcels owned by John R. Bonham along and adjacent to Canal Road on the Butler County Auditor's website and
it is true, the value of about 800 acres dropped by slightly more than $4 million between 2019 and 2020 — when most property values countywide ...
on an area, what types, how much good soil compared to bad soil and other conditions like flood plains and things like that, that do effect those
properties."

According to the Ohio Department of Taxation the average per acre cropland value price dropped from $876 in 2019 to $668 in 2020.

The North Hamilton Crossing project has been in the county thoroughfare plan for decades and it involves creating another cross town avenue
that bridges the Great Miami River and provides passage that is unimpeded by train traffic.

The city recently held an open house to unveil 16 potential routes the road ... said a number of things go into the appraisal process and looking at
auditor's values is one.

"It is part of our research and due diligence to gather facts about the property, but the estimated value that we report is based on our research of
the market and our analysis of that data," Tout said.

Hamilton's Assistant Director of Engineering Allen Messer told the Journal-News it is a "fairly common misconception" that people see appraised
value on the auditor's website and believe that's what they'll get, "it's got zero to do with what it'll be appraised at for the project." He said the land

value is ... not the only compensation people will receive.

"It's not just the purchase of the property it's the relocation of business and residents, the services that are provided to them to help them find
replacement properties and those types of things," Messer said.

The North Hamilton Crossing project is a joint venture by the city, the Butler County Transportation Improvement District and the Ohio
Department of Transportation. The TID will be in charge of directing the property purchases.

TID Executive Director Dan Corey said his board must choose ...

& Officials debunk eminent domain theory tied to land along proposed North Hamilton Crossing route A

Date Collected Feb 25, 2023 5:48 AM EST Est. Audience 14,673
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $93
Source Journal-News Market Hamilton, OH
Author Denise G. Callahan Language English

State decided on soil value rate, which accounts for some property values lowering.

A number of private properties are going to be needed to create the massive North Hamilton Crossing thoroughfare, and concerns have been
expressed about the fairness of the land acquisition process.

Parts of the huge Bonham farm are in the crosshairs of several of the proposed routes, and the Journal-News received an email from someone
concerned about the fact some of the farm parcels were ... devalued during the 2020 reappraisal. The person suggested local government is "once
again abusing eminent domain and reducing the amount Butler County would have to pay for that land" for the North Hamilton Crossing project.

The Journal-News studied all of the parcels owned by John R. Bonham along and adjacent to Canal Road on the Butler County Auditor's website and
it is true, the value of about 800 acres dropped by slightly more than $4 million between 2019 and 2020 — when most property values countywide ...
on an area, what types, how much good soil compared to bad soil and other conditions like flood plains and things like that, that do effect those
properties."

According to the Ohio Department of Taxation the average per acre cropland value price dropped from $876 in 2019 to $668 in 2020.

The North Hamilton Crossing project has been in the county thoroughfare plan for decades and it involves creating another cross town avenue
that bridges the Great Miami River and provides passage that is unimpeded by train traffic.

The city recently held an open house to unveil 16 potential routes the road ... said a number of things go into the appraisal process and looking at
auditor's values is one.

"It is part of our research and due diligence to gather facts about the property, but the estimated value that we report is based on our research of
the market and our analysis of that data," Tout said.

Hamilton's Assistant Director of Engineering Allen Messer told the Journal-News it is a "fairly common misconception" that people see appraised

value on the auditor's website and believe that's what they'll get, "it's got zero to do with what it'll be appraised at for the project." He said the land
value is ... not the only compensation people will receive.
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"It's not just the purchase of the property it's the relocation of business and residents, the services that are provided to them to help them find
replacement properties and those types of things," Messer said.

The North Hamilton Crossing project is a joint venture by the city, the Butler County Transportation Improvement District and the Ohio
Department of Transportation. The TID will be in charge of directing the property purchases.

TID Executive Director Dan Corey said his board must choose ...
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WMOH-AM A |0
Time Feb 24, 2023 8:33 AM EST Est. Audience 100

Local Broadcast Time 8:33 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

the ohio department of transportation has approved one and a half million dollars for development of the north hamilton crossing project now
another bother county project the proposed miliken wrote interchange with | seventy five received none of the three hundred ninety million dollars
worth of track funding that was announced for this phase the

4
WMOH-AM A
Time Feb 24, 2023 6:33 AM EST Est. Audience 110

Local Broadcast Time 6:33 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

the ohio department of transportation has approved the one and a half million dollars for development of the north hamilton crossing project the
proposed miliken road interchange with by seventy five receive none of the three hundred ninety Ninety million dollars of track funding investigation
will continue and who play

WVXU ~ |12
Time Feb 8, 2023 9:32 AM EST Est. Audience 69,540
Local Broadcast Time 9:32 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $277

Call Sign WVXU (NPR)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

marianne lane the city of hamilton is considering a new project to ease congestion more than a dozen alternate roots for the north hamilton
crossing project were displayed at an open house some of those roots displace residents north end neighbor amy giochi says that that has some
members of her community upset a lot of my concerns are safety concerns you know obviously putting a four or five lane road to thirty five miles
per hour straight through a neighborhood is obviously concerning you've got to increase traffic you have pollution concerns i think a couple of the
routes are actually going right behind a school dance with the butler county transportation improvement district says this is a long term project
that could take fifteen to twenty years before it's complete and cory were guests on cincinnati edition yesterday you can hear the full interview at
medicaid is the

WVXU |13
Time Feb 8, 2023 7:06 AM EST Est. Audience 59,595
Local Broadcast Time 7:06 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $17

Call Sign WVXU (NPR)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

you the city of hamilton is considering a new project to ease congestion more than a dozen alternate routes for the north hamilton crossing
project were displayed at an open house some of those roots displaced residents north end neighbor amy aci says that has some members of her
community upset a lot of my concerns are safety concerns you know obviously putting a sore or five lane road to thirty five miles per hour straight
through a neighborhood is obviously concerning to increase traffic you have pollution concerns i think a couple of the routes are actually going right
behind a school dan corey with the butler county transportation improvement district says this is a long term project that could take fifteen to
twenty years before it's complete jaci
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Time Feb 7, 2023 12:47 PM EST Est. Audience 82,279

Local Broadcast Time 12:47 PM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $600
Call Sign WVXU (NPR)

Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH

Language English

in my career it will be done and i think one of the first possibly primary task will be to get a safe new bridge over the great miami so that when the
hundred year old black street bridge has no more ability to handle the weight of vehicle cars it can be turned off without all that traffic going onto
one twenty nine where there's already for the top sixty accident locations in state ohio we talked about so that is one element the other elements of
safety and changing is that you know we have a great separated now the great separation allen mentioned there's been fatalities in the accidents of
various magnitudes with when you have a mixture between people crossing the great separated it's a bridge over the railroad is most people would
think of that is allowing people to go over the over the railroad instead of that its location where the train is at so as well as vehicular so there are
multiple ideas that will come out of this but you know one thing that people need it's going to take a lot of money and money is going to take you i
can't tell you because we haven't identified all the funding sources but i know we are at least not even beginning one of the faces for five years if not
longer and it will take multiple phases in between each phase the local governments will need to come up with their match money to the state and
federal funds and so you know fifteen to twenty years before all this is in a pro to say at this point i've been talking with the city of hamilton's
assistant director of engineering alan messer butler county transportation improvement district director dan corry and north end resident amy
thank you all so much for your time today you've
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you know if they go through our neighborhood they're taking all of the green space the canal and the bird sanctuary that will endanger you know
wildlife in the canal we have the joe noel ball fields that does have a historical marker so i don't even know why it's being considered an option to go
through that i mean we have a park playground ball fields basketball courts the elderly use this park for walking and bicycling and people take their
dogs their daily you know this this is truly our neighborhood sanctuary are these ball fields and that whole area so you know that's why it's so
disheartening and again you know there are huge safety concerns so you know this isn't just because you know it's going through our neighborhood
which obviously that's a huge concern you know these elderly people these disabled people these lower income households how are they supposed
to you know afford expenses to relocate and you know they don't want to leave home that they've been in for forty years you know it's just there's
so many things and i get that the row has to go somewhere but through the north end in my opinion there are so many reasons not to and it's all
right there and they know about so to me that's where i'm at we're talking about the north hamilton crossing project in butler county the alternate
roots being discussed and the concern some residents have you can join the conversation by calling five one three four one nine seventy one
hundred or emailing talk at allen we were talking before about how dozens of homes under some of these alternative roots could be impacted by
this would would be sitting in the path of this new project what are some of the ideas that the city has discussed around land swaps or using vacant
properties in the neighborhood to help people who do get displaced if they get displaced by this project the city already owns a number of vacant
lots throughout the throughout the north end neighborhood and we've been in discussions with the neighborhood housing services of hamilton
which is a nonprofit organization that their mission is to provide affordable housing talk to them about being able to build new housing on those
vacant lots that could then be designated for any residents that have to be relocated as a result of the project that way they could stay there within
the neighborhood amy has that been received by residents those kinds of ideas well that's the first i've actually heard about that idea so i can't really
speak to that you know here's the thing is i actually worked for a company called down payment resource and what we do is we help people get into
homes you know we we track all of the down payment assistance program distance programs across the region and i'm very passionate about
affordable housing so to me to displace sixty five residents homes you know you're talking you know multiple people in that home you know there
it's not just as cut and dry as you know we'll find them a similar home you know there might be reasons why they live in that home you know so i just
i really am passionate about that and i'm actually aware of the nonprofit but you know again what else is happening for from the city of hamilton for
affordable housing i mean you're taking away houses you know what are you actually doing right now because i do see a lot of buildings coming up
and being remodeled and revised but none of those are for lower income housing so you know to me this whole thing is just considerably upsetting
because of the boss of affordable housing that they you tear down down we've talked about the lengthy process that a project like this goes through
can you talk about what processes are in place to address residents concerns like the ones amy's bringing up yeah right now we're in a after the
open house meeting that happened in new reference in early february we're in a forty five day of receiving public comments through the website
north hampton crossing and that will end on march twelve that doesn't mean public comments public process doesn't end then it's just on those
comments that were seen by that time we will be responding in the process that was required for us to go through with federal funds requires us to
respond in various means either through websites or direct to the people somehow but then we will continue continue with public engagement with
open house meetings and with stakeholder meetings both on individual level as well as with groups and also of course we have our phone numbers
you know alan has now continue to receive phone calls as well as myself and emails and so that's the process and really the state and federal
officials have oversight over this process and they will not allow us to advance this process until all folks comments are received and addressed and
so there is an oversight it is i know i think there's been some mention that you know maybe we've already decided some things the process and the
federal and state officials will not allow us to move forward and nothing's been decided they have an oversight responsibility that will require to
make sure everything is addressed we did get an emailed statement from alisa bowman who is the lead of renew renew stands for restore the north
end from within the lengthy statement i can't read the whole thing but she talks about the special challenges that the north end neighborhood has
she says homes in the neighborhood are affordable which is needed considering ninety percent of the residents fall below the power line the
residents are living in general rational homes they're on fixed low income even if given above fair market value for their homes approximate value
being forty five thousand dollars individuals wouldn't be able to purchase another home in the hamilton area and it goes on i guess i'm wondering i
wasn't at the open house but allen are their roots or alternative roots that don't go through the north end neighborhood or is that a neighborhood
that's going to be impacted no matter what if you take a look if you take a look at the city of hamlet to the north end neighborhood spans basically
from the river over to the eastern limits on the northeast part of town so in order to get a river crossing to replace the existing under a black street
bridge and a bridge over the railroad on the north side of town there really aren't any routes that don't impact the northen in some manner right
now we don't have a bridge over the railroad on the north side of town the tin city recently completed a project to build one on the south side of
town south came across thing and that is really improve traffic flow for that part of town as well as safety so the railroad crossings that we have on
the north side we've had a fatality and injury accidents and we're trying to give drivers and pedestrians and alternative to crossing those busy train
tracks amy of the sixteen different alternate roots i don't know if you've gotten a chance to really study all of them are there some that you think
seem least disruptive to the neighborhood i'll be completely honest here i do not feel comfortable making a decision yet because all of the routes
that were provided they are specific enough to make an educated decision on you know so it's hard to make a decision whenever you know it's not
really being specified of hey these are the streets that were going to be impacting you know i was told at first because miami street or north ninth
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street and both of those streets are one block away from each other so that's so that's straight dead smack down the north end in the middle so
yeah i can't answer that question because honestly i do not have enough information and clear routed information to be able to get into that damn
we were talking about safety what are some of the improvements that in your view the community could see from this project after this very lengthy
process do you think this could lead to more development in the community that that might be beneficial it could keep in a mind at this project we
are talking about somewhere in the magnitude of eighty to one hundred and twenty million dollar project this project is multi year multi phased it
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seniors this is cincinnati edition on ninety one point seven wvu i'm lucy may the city of hamilton is considering a new project to ease congestion in
the community more than a dozen alternate roots for the north hamilton crossing project were on display at a recent open house some of those
roots could affect dozens of residents join me now to discuss the project and proposed routes and some of the concerns that residents have are the
city of hamilton's assistant director of engineering alan messer welcome allen thank you for butler county transportation improvement district
district director dan corey thanks for being here dan thank you for and north end resident amy welcome amy thank you so much i'm happy to be
here do you have questions or comments about the north hamilton crossing project give us a call at five one three four one nine seventy one
hundred or email talk at allen could you start by giving us a brief description of what the north hamilton crossing project is and why it's needed
and where it would be located roughly so the project is a thirty five mile an hour boulevard with two lanes in each direction it's been anticipated for
over twenty years the city and the county level it's intended to reduce congestion through the town and to improve safety for both motorists and
non motorized traveling public and linesmen just mentioned this has been in the works for in one way or another for for twenty years what's made it
so complicated to get this project done it is a very complex project it has historic cemetery is obviously the residents that are involved the businesses
that are involved as kim dong which is the first superfund site it is a great miami river crossing with the bridge replacement of one hundred old
bridge we also are going to be going over a railroad track it just on the what what we like to call environmental resources it has every one of them
it's really a unique project very complicated and understandably we have to intentionally go through a process that addresses all these concerns and
listen to every stakeholder involved and then can you talk a little bit more about the congestion problems that this aims to relieve yeah on state
route one twenty nine which is called high street main street inside the city limits there is four intersections that show up on the top sixty accident
locations in the state of ohio that's the safety issues that we're talking about also for emergency vehicles to traverse from the west side to the east
side and vice versa the hospital is on the west side and if you're on the east side you have to cross a railroad and a bridge we'd like to try to make
that a more efficient route for those who when they're being travels to the hospital and seconds matter allen i mentioned at the top of our interview
that there was a recent open house that showcased i think it was sixteen different alternate roots i know we can't talk about every one of those but
what are some of the factors being considered when it comes to those alternatives motives so the factors considered are how well it meets the
needs of the project which is dan mentioned the congestion the improvements to safety what impacts each one of them has on the residents other
things such as the mentioned the graveyard the fairgrounds are also among some of the routes and so we're trying to strike a balance between the
project needs and how it affects the community am i understand you own a home in hamilton's north end neighborhood what are some of your
concerns about this project a lot of my concerns are safety concerns you know obviously putting a four or five lane road to thirty five miles per hour
straight through a neighborhood is obviously concerning to increase traffic these traffic you have pollution concerns i think a couple of the routes
are actually going right behind a school which i don't feel like that's a very good idea so yeah it would just be changing the entire dynamic of the
neighborhood you know the neighborhood realizes the city realizes that we do need a road but you know we're just asking to be heard and listened
to and included in the decisions and just be aware of what's really going on and i think that's where a lot of the confusion has been with this and
what are some of the potential impacts in terms of the number of homes that could be affected by this we talked a little bit about some of the
community amenities i understand there's a park that might need to be cut through can you talk to us a little bit more about some of those numbers
and potential impacts yeah and what's we're in a particular need position in the project because right now we are impacting everyone and one thing
iI'll just mention here is at the end of the first stakeholder meeting there was one of the ladies who were there that was part of the participants one
of the stakeholders and she said it best she said there's not one alignment where some stakeholder is not going to get impacted so right now when
we talk we were talking about everyone being impacted because we haven't selected an alternative route that's preferred but as we talk about all
these different routes resident wise we are talking anywhere from the neighborhood of forty residents to sixty five residents with the potential park
lands that we are talking about the park is right next to the kim din site at the superfund site so the park is a couple of ball fields the donut all fields
so some of the the alignments don't impact those parks that park or the kind sites some of them do some of them will impact a farmland that's just
north of the ball fields in the kindi site there was one alignment that was directly impacted and cut in half the farm field and so why we look at all
these different alignments with all these different matters so that no one can ever say through this lengthy two year process that that no one looked
at that why didn't you look at that will be able to say we've looked at everything i will say that we are trying through a process to get to a preferred
alignment by the end of this year or the beginning of next year but that may as the process go and comments are made our best main plans may
need to be slowed down slow down and discuss further with all stakeholders so we find something that's best for the community but someone will
be impacted allen can you talk to us a little bit more about the history of the camden site not not just just kind of give a brief history for folks who
may not be familiar with that so the camden site as dan mentioned is one of the early superfund sites in the us there was a quite a bit of
contamination that occurred on the site and it was capped over with soil and for the past thirty to forty years the water beneath that has been run
through filters that is nearing the completion of the filtering process and if we do end up going through the site with one of the routes the plan
would be to essentially add more soil on top of the cap that's already there as opposed to digging through throw it do you have i understand you
have some concerns about that site and potential environmental impacts can you tell us about that i of course have concerns with that you know i
went on to the kendi website and i did do my research there was a ton of contamination and you know the site is to be inspected every five years still
so in my opinion if something still needs to be inspected and there's probably you know reasons why and you know we probably shouldn't disturb
that soil you know i hear the city whenever they say that they want to put it on top but again you know i literally lived you know three blocks from
there i don't want to die of cancer because of soil being you know torn up it's just i just feel like you know there's so many things here on the north
and we got the ending you know we have all this green space that there
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The city of Hamilton is considering a new project to ease congestion in the community. Residents saw more than a dozen alternate routes for the
North Hamilton Crossing at a recent open house. The project would span the city from east to west through the North End, expanding lanes of
traffic and adding a bridge and a railroad overpass. It is years away from happening and there are many questions and concerns about the work.

Some of the ... alternative routes could impact dozens of residents. On Cincinnati Edition, we'll examine the proposed routes, how this project could
change the city and some of the concerns neighbors have about displacement.

Guests:

Allen Messer, assistant director of engineering, City of Hamilton

Dan Corey, director, Butler County Transportation Improvement District

Amy Giacci, North End resident

Listen to Cincinnati Edition live at noon M-F. Audio for this segment will be uploaded after 4 p.m. ET.

Never miss an episode by subscribing to our podcast
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Hamilton, Ohio

Jan. 27—HAMILTON — The city put an emphasis on its revitalization in its plan to spend its $33.6 million in federal American Rescue Act funds on
projects that focus on infrastructure, redevelopment and more.

$10 million: New justice center
The city's largest ARPA expenditure is a $10 million allocation toward ... building a new justice center, which will house the Hamilton Police
Department and the Hamilton Municipal Court. City officials said the project would likely need additional funding, but is necessary to eliminate

inefficiencies.

Hamilton Director of Public Safety Scott Scrimizzi said co-locating the police and the courts in a site specifically designed for their purposes has been
an interest for the city for decades. He noted it would eliminate inefficiencies and save money.

$7 million: North Hamilton Crossing ... In its second largest expense, the city will use $7 million of its ARPA allocation to fund the "North Hamilton
Crossing" — a bridge across the Miami River near the Spooky Nook campus to provide additional river crossings, which officials said should

alleviate congestion on local roads, increase mobility for drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The project, still in its planning stages, is years away from completion, and will need significantly more funding in addition ... development; 250 new
apartments at Beckett Paper site, new rowing facility along river

The city also used about $1.5 million in ARPA funds to acquire the abandoned Beckett Paper site, which the city hopes will soon be turned into 250
new apartments on the corner of MLK Jr. boulevard and Heaton Street after an agreement with a developer.

ARPA funds will also bring a new recreational attraction, as the city matched a $750,000 investment toward the Great Miami Rowing Center's plan to
build a $6.5 million mixed-use development, set to include a new boathouse and training center.

$5.8 million: ... Infrastructure, bike path
Much of the rest of the city's ARPA funds were directed toward infrastructure improvements, including $2.2 million in stormwater system

improvements; $1.2 million in road improvements for South B Street; $1.3 million in general infrastructure improvements; $835,000 in water main
projects; and $250,000 toward an outer-belt bike path circling the city.
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Hamilton, Ohio

Jan. 27—HAMILTON — The city put an emphasis on its revitalization in its plan to spend its $33.6 million in federal American Rescue Act funds on
projects that focus on infrastructure, redevelopment and more.

$10 million: New justice center
The city's largest ARPA expenditure is a $10 million allocation toward ... building a new justice center, which will house the Hamilton Police
Department and the Hamilton Municipal Court. City officials said the project would likely need additional funding, but is necessary to eliminate

inefficiencies.

Hamilton Director of Public Safety Scott Scrimizzi said co-locating the police and the courts in a site specifically designed for their purposes has been
an interest for the city for decades. He noted it would eliminate inefficiencies and save money.

$7 million: North Hamilton Crossing ... In its second largest expense, the city will use $7 million of its ARPA allocation to fund the "North Hamilton
Crossing" — a bridge across the Miami River near the Spooky Nook campus to provide additional river crossings, which officials said should

alleviate congestion on local roads, increase mobility for drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The project, still in its planning stages, is years away from completion, and will need significantly more funding in addition ... development; 250 new
apartments at Beckett Paper site, new rowing facility along river

The city also used about $1.5 million in ARPA funds to acquire the abandoned Beckett Paper site, which the city hopes will soon be turned into 250
new apartments on the corner of MLK Jr. boulevard and Heaton Street after an agreement with a developer.

ARPA funds will also bring a new recreational attraction, as the city matched a $750,000 investment toward the Great Miami Rowing Center's plan to
build a $6.5 million mixed-use development, set to include a new boathouse and training center.

$5.8 million: ... Infrastructure, bike path
Much of the rest of the city's ARPA funds were directed toward infrastructure improvements, including $2.2 million in stormwater system
improvements; $1.2 million in road improvements for South B Street; $1.3 million in general infrastructure improvements; $835,000 in water main

projects; and $250,000 toward an outer-belt bike path circling the city.

Federal guidelines mandate that municipalities formally allocate the entirety of their ARPA funds by the end of 2024, and spend the entirety of ...
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HAMILTON The city put an emphasis on its revitalization in its plan to spend its $33.6 million in federal American Rescue Act funds on projects that
focus on infrastructure, redevelopment and more.

$10 million: New justice center

The city's largest ARPA expenditure is a $10 million allocation toward ... building a new justice center, which will house the Hamilton Police
Department and the Hamilton Municipal Court. City officials said the project would likely need additional funding, but is necessary to eliminate
inefficiencies.

READ MORE: Proposed Hamilton justice center would bring police and courts together

Hamilton Director of Public Safety Scott Scrimizzi said co-locating the police and the courts in a site specifically designed for their purposes has been
an interest for the city for decades. He noted it would eliminate ... inefficiencies and save money.

$7 million: North Hamilton Crossing

In its second largest expense, the city will use $7 million of its ARPA allocation to fund the "North Hamilton Crossing" a bridge across the Miami
River near the Spooky Nook campus to provide additional river crossings, which officials said should alleviate congestion on local roads, increase
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mobility for drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The project, still in its planning stages, is years away from completion, and will need significantly more funding in addition ... to the $7 million ARPA
allocation.

READ MORE: North Hamilton Crossing bridge route could be identified by late '23, early '24
$3.9 million: Community Improvement Corporation grants; hotel, business development, Little League facility improvement

The city also put $3.9 million into its Community Improvement Corp. (CIC) for three separate projects. The largest of the ... development; 250 new
apartments at Beckett Paper site, new rowing facility along river

The city also used about $1.5 million in ARPA funds to acquire the abandoned Beckett Paper site, which the city hopes will soon be turned into 250
new apartments on the corner of MLK Jr. boulevard and Heaton Street after an agreement with a developer.

Hamilton buying Beckett Paper site for $1.5M, offering it for $1 to developers

ARPA funds will also bring a new recreational attraction, as the city matched a $750,000 investment toward the Great Miami Rowing Center's plan to
build a $6.5 ...
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City has big plans for $33.6 million from the American Rescue Act Plan.

HAMILTON — The city put an emphasis on its revitalization in its plan to spend its $33.6 million in federal American Rescue Act funds on projects
that focus on infrastructure, redevelopment and more.

$10 million: New justice center
The city's largest ARPA expenditure is a $10 million allocation toward ... building a new justice center, which will house the Hamilton Police
Department and the Hamilton Municipal Court. City officials said the project would likely need additional funding, but is necessary to eliminate

inefficiencies.

Hamilton Director of Public Safety Scott Scrimizzi said co-locating the police and the courts in a site specifically designed for their purposes has been
an interest for the city for decades. He noted it would eliminate inefficiencies and save money.

$7 million: North Hamilton Crossing ... In its second largest expense, the city will use $7 million of its ARPA allocation to fund the "North Hamilton
Crossing" — a bridge across the Miami River near the Spooky Nook campus to provide additional river crossings, which officials said should

alleviate congestion on local roads, increase mobility for drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The project, still in its planning stages, is years away from completion, and will need significantly more funding in addition ... development; 250 new
apartments at Beckett Paper site, new rowing facility along river

The city also used about $1.5 million in ARPA funds to acquire the abandoned Beckett Paper site, which the city hopes will soon be turned into 250
new apartments on the corner of MLK Jr. boulevard and Heaton Street after an agreement with a developer.

ARPA funds will also bring a new recreational attraction, as the city matched a $750,000 investment toward the Great Miami Rowing Center's plan to
build a $6.5 million mixed-use development, set to include a new boathouse and training center.

$5.8 million: ... Infrastructure, bike path
Much of the rest of the city's ARPA funds were directed toward infrastructure improvements, including $2.2 million in stormwater system
improvements; $1.2 million in road improvements for South B Street; $1.3 million in general infrastructure improvements; $835,000 in water main

projects; and $250,000 toward an outer-belt bike path circling the city.

Federal guidelines mandate that municipalities formally allocate the entirety of their ARPA funds by the end of 2024, and spend the entirety of ...
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City has big plans for $33.6 million from the American Rescue Act Plan.

HAMILTON — The city put an emphasis on its revitalization in its plan to spend its $33.6 million in federal American Rescue Act funds on projects
that focus on infrastructure, redevelopment and more.

$10 million: New justice center

The city's largest ARPA expenditure is a $10 million allocation toward ... building a new justice center, which will house the Hamilton Police
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Department and the Hamilton Municipal Court. City officials said the project would likely need additional funding, but is necessary to eliminate
inefficiencies.

ExploreREAD MORE: Proposed Hamilton justice center would bring police and courts together

Hamilton Director of Public Safety Scott Scrimizzi said co-locating the police and the courts in a site specifically designed for their purposes has been
an interest for the city for decades. He noted it would eliminate ... inefficiencies and save money.

$7 million: North Hamilton Crossing
In its second largest expense, the city will use $7 million of its ARPA allocation to fund the "North Hamilton Crossing" — a bridge across the Miami
River near the Spooky Nook campus to provide additional river crossings, which officials said should alleviate congestion on local roads, increase

mobility for drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists.

The project, still in its planning stages, is years away from completion, and will need significantly more funding in addition ... to the $7 million ARPA
allocation.

ExploreREAD MORE: North Hamilton Crossing bridge route could be identified by late '23, early '24
$3.9 million: Community Improvement Corporation grants; hotel, business development, Little League facility improvement

The city also put $3.9 million into its Community Improvement Corp. (CIC) for three separate projects. The largest of the three ... development; 250
new apartments at Beckett Paper site, new rowing facility along river

The city also used about $1.5 million in ARPA funds to acquire the abandoned Beckett Paper site, which the city hopes will soon be turned into 250
new apartments on the corner of MLK Jr. boulevard and Heaton Street after an agreement with a developer.

ExploreHamilton buying Beckett Paper site for $1.5M, offering it for $1 to developers

ARPA funds will also bring a new recreational attraction, as the city matched a $750,000 investment toward the Great Miami Rowing Center's plan to
build a $6.5 million mixed- ...

@ North Hamilton Crossing bridge route could be identified by late '23, early '24 A | 24
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Jan. 25a€"Residents from Hamilton and neighboring communities were able to see the nearly dozen-and-a-half alternative plans for the North
Hamilton Crossing project that would be years away from happening.

Officials with the city of Hamilton, the Ohio Department of Transportation, and the engineering firm Stantec were also available for attendees of
Monday's open house meeting to have their individual questions and concerns addressed.

North Hamilton Crossing has been a necessary infrastructure improvement for "quite ... a while," said Hamilton Assistant Director of Engineering
Allen Messer. "It has been anticipated for more than 20 years. In 2002, it was studied by the Butler County Transportation Improvement District,
and it was added to the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan in 2007."

This matches Elaine Ohlinger's assessment when talking with the Journal-News on Monday. The resident on Mossy Grove in The Villas of Hamiton
West said the city was "behind the times" in building the ... .

"They should have done this 25 or 30 years ago," she said, saying it was needed when Champion Mill was operating. She said the Black Street
Bridge was backed up "all the time" then.

While she said she knows the bridge "has to go in" and believes the city is "going to whatever they want to do," she would suggest crossing the river
at its narrowest spot without impacting farmland "because it's their livelihood."

With all the alternatives providing a negative impact, she said there's "no easy answer."

The city ... displayed all 16 alternative routes on easel-mounted poster boards, highlighting the pros and cons of each. With no easy way to create a
new east-west roadway that crosses the Great Miami River, the goal, according to officials from the city, the Ohio Department of Transportation,
and engineering firm Stantec, is to have the least amount of negative impact while enhancing the benefits of a new bridge.

Many of the alternatives affect something, whether it's a minor ..., according to officials. Total project costs range from $69 million to $89 million for
one alternative to upwards of $148 million to $171 million for another alternative.

A preferred route among the alternatives is expected to be selected by late 2023 or early 2024, and at that point the North Hamilton Crossing
would advance into the more detailed phases of design. Messer points out that the North Hamilton Crossing project would be built in phases,
though the timing of those phases has yet to be determined.

"Phases involving the acquisition of homes and businesses are expected to go to ...
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& North Hamilton Crossing bridge route could be identified by late '23, early '24 A |25
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Jan. 25—Residents from Hamilton and neighboring communities were able to see the nearly dozen-and-a-half alternative plans for the North
Hamilton Crossing project that would be years away from happening.

Officials with the city of Hamilton, the Ohio Department of Transportation, and the engineering firm Stantec were also available for attendees of
Monday's open house meeting to have their individual questions and concerns addressed.

North Hamilton Crossing has been a necessary infrastructure improvement for "quite ... a while," said Hamilton Assistant Director of Engineering
Allen Messer. "It has been anticipated for more than 20 years. In 2002, it was studied by the Butler County Transportation Improvement District,
and it was added to the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan in 2007."

This matches Elaine Ohlinger's assessment when talking with the Journal-News on Monday. The resident on Mossy Grove in The Villas of Hamiton
West said the city was "behind the times" in building the ... .

"They should have done this 25 or 30 years ago," she said, saying it was needed when Champion Mill was operating. She said the Black Street
Bridge was backed up "all the time" then.

While she said she knows the bridge "has to go in" and believes the city is "going to whatever they want to do," she would suggest crossing the river
at its narrowest spot without impacting farmland "because it's their livelihood."

With all the alternatives providing a negative impact, she said there's "no easy answer."
The city ... displayed all 16 alternative routes on easel-mounted poster boards, highlighting the pros and cons of each. With no easy way to create a
new east-west roadway that crosses the Great Miami River, the goal, according to officials from the city, the Ohio Department of Transportation,

and engineering firm Stantec, is to have the least amount of negative impact while enhancing the benefits of a new bridge.

Many of the alternatives affect something, whether it's a minor ..., according to officials. Total project costs range from $69 million to $89 million for
one alternative to upwards of $148 million to $171 million for another alternative.

A preferred route among the alternatives is expected to be selected by late 2023 or early 2024, and at that point the North Hamilton Crossing
would advance into the more detailed phases of design. Messer points out that the North Hamilton Crossing project would be built in phases,

though the timing of those phases has yet to be determined.

"Phases involving the acquisition of homes and businesses are expected to go to ...

. . . . . ge , p s
& North Hamilton Crossing bridge route could be identified by late ‘23, early ‘24 » |26
Date Collected Jan 25, 2023 6:03 AM EST Est. Audience 14,673
Category Digital News Est. Publicity Value USD $92
Source Journal-News Market Hamilton, OH
Author Michael D. Pitman Language English

City still looking for comments, questions on project that may affect area property owners.

Residents from Hamilton and neighboring communities were able to see the nearly dozen-and-a-half alternative plans for the North Hamilton
Crossing project that would be years away from happening.

Officials with the city of Hamilton, the Ohio Department of Transportation, and the engineering firm Stantec were also available for attendees of
Monday's open house meeting to have their individual questions and concerns addressed ... .

North Hamilton Crossing has been a necessary infrastructure improvement for "quite a while," said Hamilton Assistant Director of Engineering
Allen Messer. "It has been anticipated for more than 20 years. In 2002, it was studied by the Butler County Transportation Improvement District,

and it was added to the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan in 2007."

This matches Elaine Ohlinger's assessment when talking with the Journal-News on Monday. The resident on Mossy Grove in The Villas of Hamiton
West said the city was "behind the times" in building the ... .

"They should have done this 25 or 30 years ago," she said, saying it was needed when Champion Mill was operating. She said the Black Street
Bridge was backed up "all the time" then.

While she said she knows the bridge "has to go in" and believes the city is "going to whatever they want to do," she would suggest crossing the river
at its narrowest spot without impacting farmland "because it's their livelihood."

With all the alternatives providing a negative impact, she said there's "no easy answer."
The city ... displayed all 16 alternative routes on easel-mounted poster boards, highlighting the pros and cons of each. With no easy way to create a
new east-west roadway that crosses the Great Miami River, the goal, according to officials from the city, the Ohio Department of Transportation,

and engineering firm Stantec, is to have the least amount of negative impact while enhancing the benefits of a new bridge.

Many of the alternatives affect something, whether it's a minor ..., according to officials. Total project costs range from $69 million to $89 million for
one alternative to upwards of $148 million to $171 million for another alternative.
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A preferred route among the alternatives is expected to be selected by late 2023 or early 2024, and at that point the North Hamilton Crossing
would advance into the more detailed phases of design. Messer points out that the North Hamilton Crossing project would be built in phases,
though the timing of those phases has yet to be determined.

"Phases involving the acquisition of homes and businesses are expected to go to ...

@ North Hamilton Crossing meeting tonight at Fairwood Elementary A 27
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Jan. 23—EDITOR'S NOTE — This story was originally published in print on Dec. 16, 2022, but has been edited to include additional information.

Hamilton City Manager Joshua Smith said he hopes after several North End residents voiced concerns, including a peaceful protest outside the city
building, there's a better understanding of the proposed North Hamilton Crossing project.

Smith had told the Journal-News that the ... North Hamilton Crossing project could open up additional development opportunities. Tonight's public
meeting regarding the project is set to take place from 5 to 7 p.m. on Jan. 23 at Fairwood Elementary School, 281 N. Fair Ave. The North Hamilton
Crossing project, which could be between $80 million to $120 million as it would include a river crossing, would in no way be constructed this year,
and he "highly doubts" it would be in 2024.

Several residents spoke to City Council at a meeting last month, voicing concerns about the ..., for being ill-informed about the project.

"In my opinion, we had tried hard to do better with transparency," Smith had said. "Even as much as we think we're doing well, or we're trying to do,
in my opinion, | have failed because they felt that way about the lack of information."

After the North Hamilton Crossing discussion, Smith went outside council chambers to further talk with the residents.

"Even with doing all these things in the last 12-1/2 years, we have more to do, | have more to do, and | admitted that to the group out there,"” Smith
told City Council. "We'll just have to roll up our shirt sleeves ... and just do a better job of communicating, and not think that we did not try to
communicate, but obviously we did not do a good enough job communicating."

The North Hamilton Crossing, to be a mirror project to the South Hamilton Crossing that opened in 2018, would address the growing traffic
happening in the city with dozens of new major developments in recent years. The insufficient transportation challenges are only amplified by the
positive impact on jobs and progress in Hamilton, city officials have ... said.

In addition to inefficient roadway connections to major state routes and interstates, there's difficulty traveling to the east and west sides of
Hamilton, both on streets and across bridges; there are high crash rates at key intersections; there are travel delays caused by congestion and
frequent train crossings; and there are few public transit alternatives.

The South Hamilton Crossing, a $32 million project that opened several ...
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Jan. 23—EDITOR'S NOTE — This story was originally published in print on Dec. 16, 2022, but has been edited to include additional information.

Hamilton City Manager Joshua Smith said he hopes after several North End residents voiced concerns, including a peaceful protest outside the city
building, there's a better understanding of the proposed North Hamilton Crossing project.

Smith had told the Journal-News that the ... North Hamilton Crossing project could open up additional development opportunities. Tonight's public
meeting regarding the project is set to take place from 5 to 7 p.m. on Jan. 23 at Fairwood Elementary School, 281 N. Fair Ave. The North Hamilton
Crossing project, which could be between $80 million to $120 million as it would include a river crossing, would in no way be constructed this year,
and he "highly doubts" it would be in 2024.

Several residents spoke to City Council at a meeting last month, voicing concerns about the ..., for being ill-informed about the project.

"In my opinion, we had tried hard to do better with transparency," Smith had said. "Even as much as we think we're doing well, or we're trying to do,
in my opinion, | have failed because they felt that way about the lack of information."

After the North Hamilton Crossing discussion, Smith went outside council chambers to further talk with the residents.
"Even with doing all these things in the last 12-1/2 years, we have more to do, | have more to do, and | admitted that to the group out there,"” Smith

told City Council. "We'll just have to roll up our shirt sleeves ... and just do a better job of communicating, and not think that we did not try to
communicate, but obviously we did not do a good enough job communicating."
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The North Hamilton Crossing, to be a mirror project to the South Hamilton Crossing that opened in 2018, would address the growing traffic
happening in the city with dozens of new major developments in recent years. The insufficient transportation challenges are only amplified by the
positive impact on jobs and progress in Hamilton, city officials have ... said.

In addition to inefficient roadway connections to major state routes and interstates, there's difficulty traveling to the east and west sides of
Hamilton, both on streets and across bridges; there are high crash rates at key intersections; there are travel delays caused by congestion and

frequent train crossings; and there are few public transit alternatives.

The South Hamilton Crossing, a $32 million project that opened several ...
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This story was originally published in print on Dec. 16, 2022, but has been edited to include additional information.

Hamilton City Manager Joshua Smith said he hopes after several North End residents voiced concerns, including a peaceful protest outside the city
building, there's a better understanding of the proposed North Hamilton Crossing project.

Smith had told the Journal-News that the ... North Hamilton Crossing project could open up additional development opportunities. Tonight's public
meeting regarding the project is set to take place from 5 to 7 p.m. on Jan. 23 at Fairwood Elementary School, 281 N. Fair Ave. The North Hamilton
Crossing project, which could be between $80 million to $120 million as it would include a river crossing, would in no way be constructed this year,
and he "highly doubts" it would be in 2024.

Several residents spoke to City Council at a meeting last month, voicing concerns about the ..., for being ill-informed about the project.

"In my opinion, we had tried hard to do better with transparency,” Smith had said. "Even as much as we think we're doing well, or we're trying to do,
in my opinion, | have failed because they felt that way about the lack of information.”

After the North Hamilton Crossing discussion, Smith went outside council chambers to further talk with the residents.

"Even with doing all these things in the last 12-1/2 years, we have more to do, | have more to do, and | admitted that to the group out there," Smith
told City Council. "We'll just have to roll up our shirt sleeves ... and just do a better job of communicating, and not think that we did not try to
communicate, but obviously we did not do a good enough job communicating.”

The North Hamilton Crossing, to be a mirror project to the South Hamilton Crossing that opened in 2018, would address the growing traffic
happening in the city with dozens of new major developments in recent years. The insufficient transportation challenges are only amplified by the
positive impact on jobs and progress in Hamilton, city officials have ... said.

In addition to inefficient roadway connections to major state routes and interstates, there's difficulty traveling to the east and west sides of
Hamilton, both on streets and across bridges; there are high crash rates at key intersections; there are travel delays caused by congestion and

frequent train crossings; and there are few public transit alternatives.

The South Hamilton Crossing, a $32 million project that opened several ...
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were both rushed to the hospital. police believe it was an isolated incidents. >>> residents are upset about a multi-million-dollar road construction
project that could end with dozens of their homes virtually being destroyed. >> just a lot to take in. and we want to save our green space, our park,
and our neighborhood. >> the north hamilton crossing project would stretch from the east side to the west side of the city. that's in butler county.
if this project moves forward, it would add a bridge and railroad overpass but potentially displace dozens of families living on fixed incomes.
hamilton's assistant director of engineering says the project is necessary for safe and easy travel through the area as population surges. >>> we're
encouraging people to speak their opinion and we're taking that input into consideration as we work towards the final design. >> city officials say the
project is in its feasible stages and

'4
WMOH-AM A3
Time Dec 15, 2022 5:30 PM EST Est. Audience 299

Local Broadcast Time 5:30 PM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

north anders not exactly excited about the latest proposed routes for the north hamilton crossing project you what | there and basically send it
right on to spill in a well Welcome trying to be negative about you know when you know you're taking amy G. I. G. One of those who spoke out
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against the plans they'll get another chance during a public input meeting january twenty third at their wood elementary the ohio house met
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if you have an opinion, call the department. tieriae -- terrae -- tiarra, 19 news. >>> a road construction which end with dozens of homes being
destroyed. >> just a lot to take in. and we want to save our green space, our park, and our neighborhood. >> the north hamilton crossing project
would stretch from the eastside to the west side of the city in hamilton. if the project moves forward, it would add a bridge and railroad overpass
but displace dozens of families living on fixed incomes. hamilton's assistant director of engineering says the project is necessary for safe and easy
travel through the area as population surges. >> we're encouraging people to speak their opinion and we're taking that input into consideration as
we work towards the final design. >> city officials say the project is in its feasibility stages, nothing
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north anders not exactly excited about the latest proposed routes for the north hamilton crossing project You want to but if | think through there
and basically send it right on to school in well i'm trying to be and | know you're taking amy G. Archie one of those who spoke out against the plans
they'll get another chance during a public input meeting january twenty third affair would elementary the ohio
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girls! in the city of hamilton, dozens of residents are up in arms about a proposed multi- million dollar road construction project that could take
away their homes. our simone jameson spoke with residents and city leaders about this... (take package) sot: alicia bowman, concerned hamilton
resident "it's a lot to tak in. we want to save our park, our greenspace and our neighborhood." alicia bowma and many of her neighbors here in the
northend neighborhood of hamilton are sounding off about hamilton city leaders' plans to move forward with the north hamilton crossing
project. a more than 100 million dollar initative that would stretch from the east side to the west side of the city -- through the north end
neighborhood. adding a bridge and add a railroad overpass. sot: allen messer, hamilton asst. director of engineering "really what it's meant to d is
to give people an alternative to high street. it will be a boulevard type street, five lanes in width, 35 mph, and about half the traffic that we'd have
on high street." potentiall displacing dozens of families here in the northend living on fixed incomes. sot: amy giacci, concerned hamilton resident
"i've personall lived in this neighborhood for 40 years." "this area means much to me personally." sot amy giacci, concerned hamilton resident "it's
sad especiall because we went through so much to get the house." sot randall chitwood, concerned hamilton resident "i don' think it's right." effort
that hamilton's asst. director of engineering allen messer say is necessary for safe and easy travel through the area following the city's population
surge. he assures however, since the project is in its feasibility stages, nothing is set in stone right now. sot: allen messer, hamilton asst. director of
engineering "we currentl don't have any overpasses north of high street and on the north side of town, and there's a huge need for it." "we're
encouraging people t speak their opinion." "a we're taking that input into consideration as we work toward the final design." hamilton city leaders
will be hosting a public input meeting on january 23rdaand then virtual public hearing for 45 days to help ensure all viewpoints are included
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@ Long-time Hamilton homeowners fear displacement due to overpass project o3
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- Dozens of Hamilton residents are upset about a proposed road construction project that could rob them of their homes.

Those residents, from Hamiltons North End neighborhood, voiced outrage ahead of Wednesday nights Hamilton City Council meeting.
Alicia Bowman is one of those speaking out.

Its a lot to take in, she said Wednesday afternoon. We want to save our park, our greenspace and our neighborhood.

The North Hamilton Crossing project would span the city from east to west through the North End, ... expanding lanes of traffic and adding a
bridge and a railroad overpass.

Hamilton Assistant Director of Engineering Allen Messer says the project is meant as an alternative to High Street. He describes it as a boulevard-
type street with five lanes and a 35mph speed limit. Messer says the bypass would divert about half of High Streets current throughput.

The project is estimated to cost around $100 million. It could also cost dozens of families living on fixed incomes in the North End their homes.

Amy Giacci is a North End ... resident of four decades. This area means so much to me personally, she said. Its especially sad, because we went
through so much to get the house.

Randall Chitwood is similarly concerned.
| dont think its right, Chitwood said.

Messer says moving the residents is necessary for the street, which in turn is necessary to ensure safe and expedient travel through the area with
an expected population surge on the horizon due to several developments underway.

He also says the project project is in its feasibility stage, meaning nothing is yet set in stone.

We currently dont have any ... overpasses north of High Street, and on the north side of town, theres a huge need for it, he said. Were encouraging
people to speak their opinionl[...] and were taking that input into consideration as we work toward the final design.

City leaders will be hosting a public input meeting on Jan. 23 and a virtual public hearing for ...
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before a grand jury on december 27th.. dozens of residents in hamilton are up in arms about a proposed road construction project that could take
away their homes. the north hamilton, crossing project would stretch from the east side to the west side of the city, adding a bridge and railroad
overpass. if the project moves forward, it could displace dozens of families living in the north end on fixed incomes. hamilton's assistant director of
engineering says the project is necessary for safe and easy travel through the area "we're encouraging people t speak their opinion." "a we're taking
that input into consideration as we work toward the final design." th engineering director says the project is in its feasibility stages ...

. . . . ¢
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CINCINNATI (WXIX) - Dozens of Hamilton residents are upset about a proposed road construction project that could rob them of their homes.
Those residents, from Hamilton's North End neighborhood, voiced outrage ahead of Wednesday night's Hamilton City Council meeting.
Alicia Bowman is one of those speaking out.

"It's a lot to take in," she said Wednesday afternoon. "We want to save our park our greenspace and our neighborhood."

The North Hamilton Crossing project would span the city from east to west through the North ... End, expanding lanes of traffic and adding a
bridge and a railroad overpass.

Hamilton Assistant Director of Engineering Allen Messer says the project is meant as an "alternative" to High Street. He describes it as a "boulevard-
type street" with five lanes and a 35mph speed limit. Messer says the bypass would divert about half of High Street's current throughput.

The project is estimated to cost around $100 million. It could also cost dozens of families living on fixed incomes in the North End their homes.
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Amy ... End resident of four decades. "This area means so much to me personally,” she said. "It's especially sad, because we went through so much
to get the house."

Randall Chitwood is similarly concerned.
"I don't think it's right," Chitwood said.

Messer says moving the residents is necessary for the street, which in turn is necessary to ensure safe and expedient travel through the area with
an expected population surge on the horizon due to several developments underway.

He also says the project project is in its feasibility stage, meaning nothing is yet set in stone.

"We currently don't have any ... overpasses north of High Street, and on the north side of town, there's a huge need for it," he said. "We're
encouraging people to speak their opinionl...] and we're taking that input into consideration as we work toward the final design."

City leaders will be hosting a public input meeting on Jan. 23 and a virtual public ...
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Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

Est. Local Audience 11,405
Est. Local Publicity Value USD $3,723

at city hall, mike schell fox 19 now... in the city of hamilton, dozens of residents are up in arms about a proposed multi- million dollar road
construction project that could take away their homes. our simone jameson joins us live from hamilton city hall where those residents are voicing
their outrage ahead of tonight's council meeting. she also spoke with city leaders about this. simone, what's unfolding right now? several residents
from the northend neighborhood of hamilton are up in arms about a construction project that will stretch through their neighborhood and take
away homes to make way for more lanes of traffic and add a railroad overpass. (take package) sot: alicia bowman, concerned hamilton resident "it's
a lot to tak in. we want to save our park, our greenspace and our neighborhood." alicia bowma and many of her neighbors here in the northend
neighborhood of hamilton are sounding off about hamilton city leaders' plans to move forward with the north hamilton crossing project. a more
than 100 million dollar initative that would stretch from the east side to the west side of the city -- through the north end neighborhood. adding a
bridge and add a railroad overpass. sot: allen messer, hamilton asst. director of engineering "really what it's meant to d is to give people an
alternative to high street. it will be a boulevard type street, five lanes in width, 35 mph, and about half the traffic that we'd have on high street."
potentiall displacing dozens of families here in the northend living on fixed incomes. sot: amy giacci, concerned hamilton resident "i've personall
lived in this neighborhood for 40 years." "this area means much to me personally." sot amy giacci, concerned hamilton resident "it's sad especiall
because we went through so much to get the house." sot randall chitwood, concerned hamilton resident "i don' think it's right." effort that
hamilton's asst. director of engineering allen messer say is necessary for safe and easy travel through the area following the city's population surge.
he assures however, since the project is in its feasibility stages, nothing is set in stone right now. sot: allen messer, hamilton asst. director of
engineering "we currentl don't have any overpasses north of high street and on the north side of town, and there's a huge need for it." "we're
encouraging people t speak their opinion." "a we're taking that input into consideration as we work toward the final design." hamilton city leaders
will be hosting a public input meeting on january 23rdaand then virtual public hearing for 45 days to help ensure all viewpoints are included in their
plans. live at hamilton
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Time Dec 14, 2022 5:03 PM EST Est. Audience 299

Local Broadcast Time 5:03 PM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

lost a protest is scheduled to take place outside one renaissance center before tonight's havel tin city council meeting north and residents are upset
about the latest planned for the proposed north hamilton crossing which would run through the northern bald diamonds into their neighborhood
the meeting gets underway at six protesters were planning to arrive at five thirty testimony
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Time Dec 14, 2022 3:30 PM EST Est. Audience 241

Local Broadcast Time 3:30 PM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

lost a protest is scheduled to take place outside one renaissance center before tonight's havel tin city council meeting north in residents are upset
about the latest planned for the proposed north hamilton crossing which would run through the northern ball diamonds into their neighborhood
the meeting gets underway at six protesters were planning to arrive at five thirty testimony gets
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WMOH-AM A4

Time Dec 14, 2022 12:59 PM EST Est. Audience 159

Local Broadcast Time 12:59 PM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1
Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)

Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH

Language English

default a protest is scheduled to take place outside one renaissance center before tonight's hamilton city council meeting north and residents are
upset about the latest planned for the proposed north hamilton crossing which would run through the northern bald diamonds into their
neighborhood the meeting gets underway at six protesters were planning to arrive at five thirty
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Time Dec 14, 2022 11:03 AM EST Est. Audience 136

Local Broadcast Time 11:03 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1

Call Sign WMOH-AM (Salem Radio Network)
Market DMA: 36 Cincinnati, OH
Language English

wall a protest is scheduled to take place outside one renaissance center before tonight's hamilton city council meeting north in residents are upset
about the latest planned for the proposed north hamilton crossing which would run through the north involved diamonds into their neighborhood
the meeting gets underway at six protesters were planning to arrive at five thirty testimony
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Time Dec 14, 2022 9:29 AM EST Est. Audience 106

Local Broadcast Time 9:29 AM EST Est. Publicity Value USD $1
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Language English

fall a protest is scheduled to take place outside one renaissance center before tonight's havel tin city council meeting north and residents are upset

about the latest planned for the proposed north hamilton crossing which would run through the northern bald diamonds into their neighborhood
the meeting gets underway at six protesters were planning to arrive at five thirty testimony

NOTE: This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for internal review, analysis or research only. Any editing, reproduction, or publication is prohibited. Please visit our website for full terms of
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PID 115755

North Hamilton M =53
CROSSING

The City of Hamilton and Butler County Transportation Improvement District, in coordination with the Ohio

Department of Transportation, are working to improve traffic flow and make travel through the northeast

portion of the city easier and safer by building a new road - the North Hamilton Crossing. On Jan. 23, we
are hosting a public open house meeting to:

* Provide an update on the North Hamilton Crossing project

* Share the results of recently completed studies

* Discuss route alternatives evaluated and those recommmended for further study
* Gather community input

Information will be shared in-person and virtually af www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org. )
IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETING VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE 3

January 23,2023 | 5:30pm - 7:30pm January 23, 2023 - March 12, 2023

Fairwood Elementary School | 281 N. Fair Avenue ~ www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org
This meeting will be held as an Open House. Open 24/7. Information presented online will be the

Come at your convenience anytime. same information shared at the in-person meeting.

127

(4]

Questions and comments can also be shared by email, mail or phone:
Allen Messer, PE., Assistant Director of Engineering = STUDY AREA
City of Hamilton | 345 High St.| Hamilton, OH 45011 | Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov | 513-785-7286

Individuals needing interpretation or other reasonable accommodations to participate in the Public Input
Opportunity, review project materials, or provide comment should contact Allen Messer. Public participation is : )
encouraged without regard to race, color, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin, or disability.
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Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 16:25:30 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Public Open House Meetings Scheduled
Date: Friday, January 13, 2023 at 2:34:25 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: North Hamilton Crossing

To: info@northhamiltoncrossing.com

In-Person session is scheduled for January 23
Virtual Open House runs from January 23 to March 12

Thank you for signing up to receive updates about the North Hamilton
Crossing (NHX) study!

Through the NHX project, the City of Hamilton and the Butler County
Transportation Improvement District (BCTID), in coordination with the Ohio
Department of Transportation, are working to improve traffic flow and make
travel through the northeast portion of the city easier and safer.

We are still in the early phases of project development and most recently have
been focused on completing a Feasibility Study for the project. The purpose of
this study is to develop and evaluate possible solutions or “alternatives” to
address transportation concerns in the study area. These will include:

e A new bridge connection over the Great Miami River

e A new railroad overpass

e Improved connections between North B Street, US 127, SR 4, and SR
129

As part of this effort, we have been working with local stakeholders to explore
what kind of street, bridge, and other connections are needed and where they
would best be located. Also, we have been looking at the expected benefits,
projected costs, and possible impacts of each alternative studied on the
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natural environment, as well as possible impacts on existing buildings, historic
landmarks, and neighborhoods.

To update you on our progress, we're hosting in-person and virtual open
houses. There, we’ll share the alternatives that have been developed and
evaluated and provide you with the opportunity to ask questions and share
your thoughts on which of the alternatives to advance for further study.
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In-person Public Meeting

January 23, 2023 | 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Fairwood Elementary School
281 N. Fair Avenue

This meeting will be held using an open house format. Information will be
presented on a series of information boards staffed by project team
representatives. Come at your convenience anytime between 5:30 pm and
7:30 pm.

Virtual Public Open House

January 23, 2023 - March 12, 2023

Accessible beginning Jan. 23 through the NHX website, the Virtual Open House

will be open 24/7 for 45 days. Information presented online will be the same

information shared at the in-person Open House. Visitors can revisit the site as

often as they like using a computer, tablet, or smartphone.

Comments and questions can be shared with the project team by attending
the in-person meeting, answering questions embedded throughout the Virtual
Open House, or by contacting:

Allen Messer, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering
City of Hamilton | 345 High Street | Hamilton, OH 45011
Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov | 513-785-7286

Anyone needing interpretation or translation services or other reasonable
accommodation to participate in either the in-person or virtual public input
opportunities, to review materials or provide comment, should contact Mr.
Messer at or (513) 785-7286.
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ABOUT NHX

The goals of the North Hamilton Crossing study are to identify transportation
improvements that will improve mobility and reduce congestion; improve the
safety of motorists and the public by reducing congestion and constructing
designated pedestrian paths; improve connections between the east and west
sides of Hamilton; make travel across the Great Miami River easier; explore
opportunities to improve and expand sidewalks and bike paths and public
transportation options; and support growth and redevelopment. First identified
as a concept in the BCTID's regional 2002 transportation study, the NHX
project is included in the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Government’s 2050 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan, and is a priority in the City’s comprehensive plan, Plan
Hamilton.

For more information, visit NorthHamiltonCrossing.org.

v @TID  edot

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT transportation.ohio.gov

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 14, 2020 and executed by FHWA and ODOT. For more information, please visit ODOT’s NEPA Assignment Portal
by clicking here.

City of Hamilton | 345 High Street, Hamilton, OH 45011

Unsubscribe info@northhamiltoncrossing.com

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by info@northhamiltoncrossing.org in collaboration with

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 16:22:31 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Reminder: Public Comment Period Closes March 12
Date: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 at 1:23:07 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: North Hamilton Crossing

To: info@northhamiltoncrossing.com

NORTH HAMILTON CROSSING STUDY VIRTUAL
OPEN HOUSE CLOSES SOON

Thank you for your interest in the North Hamilton Crossing (NHX) study!

This is a reminder that the NHX Virtual Open House closes this Sunday, March
12. If you haven’t given your feedback yet, please visit
NorthHamiltonCrossing.org to do so.

Visit the Virtual Open House
ABOUT NHX

Through the North Hamilton Crossing (NHX) project, the City of Hamilton and
the Butler County Transportation Improvement District (BCTID), in
coordination with the Ohio Department of Transportation, are working to
improve traffic flow and make travel through the northeast portion of the city
easier and safer.

We are still in the early phases of project development and most recently have
been focused on completing a Feasibility Study for the project. The purpose of
this study is to develop and evaluate possible solutions or “alternatives” to
address transportation concerns in the study area. These will include:

e A new bridge connection over the Great Miami River

e A new railroad overpass

e Improved connections between North B Street, US 127, SR 4, and SR
129
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In January we hosted an in-person open house to update the community with
our work so far. We've also been running a Virtual Open House since January
23. If you haven’t had a chance to explore the Virtual Open House site yet,
please do so before March 12. There, you’ll find out more about the project,
see route alternatives that have been developed and evaluated, and you will
have the opportunity to ask questions and share your comments.

Anyone needing interpretation or translation services or other reasonable
accommodation to participate, review materials, or provide comment, should

contact Allen Messer at or (513) 785-7286.
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PROVIDING NHX INPUT

Although the Virtual Open House closes on Sunday, March 12, additional
questions or comments can be shared with the project team anytime by
contacting:

Allen Messer, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering
City of Hamilton | 345 High Street | Hamilton, OH 45011
Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov | 513-785-7286

ABOUT NHX

The goals of the North Hamilton Crossing study are to identify transportation
improvements that will improve mobility and reduce congestion; improve the
safety of motorists and the public; improve connections between the east and
west sides of Hamilton; make travel across the Great Miami River easier;
explore opportunities to improve and expand sidewalks and bike paths and
public transportation options,; and support growth and redevelopment. First
identified as a concept in the BCTID's regional 2002 transportation study, the
NHX project is included in the Butler County Thoroughfare Plan, the Ohio-
Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of Government’s 2050 Metropolitan
Transportation Plan, and is a priority in the City’s comprehensive plan, Plan
Hamilton.

For more information, visit NorthHamiltonCrossing.org.
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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT transportation.ohio.gov

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been, carried out by ODOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 14, 2020 and executed by FHWA and ODOT. For more information, please visit ODOT’s NEPA Assignment Portal
by clicking here.
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Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 16:19:52 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Public Input: North Hamilton Crossing

Date:
From:
To:

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 2:36:01 PM Eastern Standard Time
City of Hamilton
Laura Whitman

Your Input is Requested

The Second Public input opportunity for the North Hamilton Crossing project will be open
through March 12th.

North Hamilton Crossing (NHX) is a planned transportation project to build a new bridge
across the Great Miami River and a railroad overpass connecting northwest Hamilton to
US127, State Route 4, and State Route 129.

Participate Now

YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT

Public involvement is an important part of the project development process for proposed
roadway improvements. Input received will be used to help identify transportation issues,
develop possible solutions, and ultimately select a preferred alternative. Additional feedback
opportunities will be available as the study advances.

In addition to participating in input opportunities, questions and comments can also be
submitted by email, mail, or phone.
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Contact:

Allen Messer, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering

City of Hamilton
345 High Street

Hamilton, OH 45011
Allen.messer@hamilton-oh.gov

513-785-7286

Individuals needing interpretation or other reasonable accommodations to participate in the Public
Input Opportunity, review project materials, or provide comment should contact Allen Messer at (513)
785-7286. Public participation is encouraged without regard to race, color, sex, age, national origin,

or disability.

City of Hamilton
345 High Street, Hamilton, Oh 45011

HEOE06

This email was sent to laura@gorasor.com

Want to change how you receive this email?
Update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

City of Hamilton emails are powered by Cerkl®
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Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 16:21:46 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Public Input: North Hamilton Crossing

Date:
From:
To:

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 8:14:19 AM Eastern Standard Time
City of Hamilton

Laura Whitman

NHX's second public input period
ends this week.

The Second Public input opportunity for the North Hamilton Crossing project will be open
through Sunday, March 12th.

North Hamilton Crossing (NHX) is a planned transportation project to build a new bridge
across the Great Miami River and a railroad overpass connecting northwest Hamilton to
US127, State Route 4, and State Route 129.

Participate Now

YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT

Public involvement is an important part of the project development process for proposed
roadway improvements. Input received will be used to help identify transportation issues,
develop possible solutions, and ultimately select a preferred alternative. Additional feedback
opportunities will be available as the study advances.
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In addition to participating in input opportunities, questions and comments can also be

submitted by email, mail, or phone.

Contact:

Allen Messer, P.E., Assistant Director of Engineering

City of Hamilton
345 High Street

Hamilton, OH 45011
Allen.messer@hamilton-oh.gov

513-785-7286

Individuals needing interpretation or other reasonable accommodations to participate in the Public
Input Opportunity, review project materials, or provide comment should contact Allen Messer at (513)
785-7286. Public participation is encouraged without regard to race, color, sex, age, national origin,

or disability.

City of Hamilton
345 High Street, Hamilton, Oh 45011

HEOE06

This email was sent to laura@gorasor.com

Want to change how you receive this email?
Update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

City of Hamilton emails are powered by Cerkl®
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http://url3082.hamilton-oh.gov/ls/click?upn=n-2FdJzPASBmIqcPq6P7Cbf27kezLzb9BYADdOUatoWpI-3DV-Gr_xAtMGaMkWf5emRe4bUHbNvIO70qUue4UFnke95CQwuTHDhaF6QYCSXEUj2-2FAuimJmyWtWv2PhVyrYMfkS-2BQuBMq9fkl8sVZpRva9aZinb7ieODoEwk-2FIfhWvHm6aiKPgqqM6KpIt0w0TdIaUl8ZeI-2BNQuQrAJ6hk8CA9pSMXIGkMuLnJdIs3Pf1M25uRaBVDVb7TgQwbbGwzi-2FRq09iU8h2GkcxIJX-2BAm1KFXvqWPANin5WIFzcumm7VdpAzzQ72TivxZWar6ujciGMPyQF4tHxyVVD3SnDOWTzsEkL1NdyeiExLfxJNdf1ZMxAWVHElVzp6UuPEHoLcsNzPIVaEjGOMxMapXNN3QR0lLZBsS0Q-3D

Appendix B: Notification Materials

Social Media



Social Media Posts

Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023



Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023



Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023



Sunday, Jan. 22, 2023



Monday, Jan. 23, 2023



Friday, Jan. 27, 2023






Saturday, Jan. 28, 2023



Website screenshot Hamilton-oh.gov, Feb. 2, 2023:



March 9, 2023:



Appendix B: Notification Materials

Door Drops & Utility Bill Inserts
e North Hamilton Crossing Fact Sheet (English version)
e Project Development Process Fact Sheet (English version)
e Conceptual Alternatives ABE and EBE Map
e Flyer
e Flyer (Spanish)
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Project Fact Sheet

Updated November 2022 | PID 115755

The City of Hamilfon has been experiencing a resurgence of economic growth and redevelopment. While these
changes have had a positive impact on jobs and progress in our community, they've also strained the local
fransportation infrastructure. The City and Butler County Transportation Improvement District (BCTID) have already
completed multiple improvements, such as the South Hamilton Crossing, to reduce congestion and improve safety.
We're now working on another effort, called the North Hamilton Crossing (NHX).

NHX Project Goals
The NHX project is being developed to:
+ Improve mobility and reduce congestion
+ Improve the safety of motorists and the public by
reducing congestion and constructing designated
pedestrian paths
+ Improve connections between the east and west
sides of Hamilton
+ Make travel across the Great Miami River easier

* Explore opportunities to improve and expand
sidewalks and bike paths, and improve public
fransportation options

» Support growth and redevelopment

Current Conditions

Preliminary studies show that travel through northeastern
Hamilton is often slowed down due to:

+ Increasing numbers of vehicles on local streets
* A higher-than-average frequency of crashes
+ Delays caused by trains crossing streets
+ Congestion on bridges across the river
It's expected that these conditions will get worse as

more people and businesses are attracted to the city
and nearby areas.

il

Proposed Beltline }

S Reécreationol
Trail

City of Homilton -~ 3
a
"‘lloc’

2% y
%, 8

The NHX Feasibility Study
The City and BCTID are conducting a Feasibility Study
to develop and evaluate possible solutions (or
“alternatives”) to address transportation concerns in
the study area. We've identified the following three
strategies so far:

» Establish a new bridge connection over the

Great Miami River

» Construct a new railroad overpass

+ Improve connections between North B Street,
US 127, SR 4, and SR 129

As part of the study, we are exploring what kind of
street, bridge, and pedestrian/bicycle connections are
needed and where they would best be located. We
are also looking at the expected benefits, projected
costs, and possible impacts of each alternative on the
natural environment, as well as possible impacts on
existing buildings, historic landmarks, and
neighborhoods.

The Feasibility Study will conclude with identifying
recommended alternatives to advance for further
study. We wiill share our recommendations during a
public meeting, answer questions, and gather
additional community input before finalizing the study.

We expect to complete the Feasibility Study by early
2023. From there, our focus will turn toward conducting
more detailed studies and project development. It's still
too early to know when construction will begin. That will
depend on the availability of funding for the
recommended improvements and is likely a minimum
of two to three years away.

Public Input

Public input is important and will be sought throughout
the project development process. Feedback received
will be used to help guide project development and
decision-making. Questions and comments can also be
sent fo the project team anytime by contacting:

Allen Messer, Assistant Director of Engineering
City of Hamilton | 345 High Street | Hamilton, OH 45011
Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov | 513-785-7286

For more information, visit: www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org
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The City of Hamilton and the Butler County Transportation
Improvement District (BCTID) are using a project
development process (PDP) developed by the Ohio
Department of Transportation to plan the North Hamilton
Crossing (NHX) project. This process has five phases:
Planning, Preliminary Engineering, Environmental
Engineering, Final Engineering/Right-of-Way, and
Construction.

We Are Still In Early Phases

Right now, we're concluding the initial Planning phase
and working on tasks in the Preliminary Engineering
phase.

The Planning phase focuses on:
* ldentifying the transportation problems
+ Assessing existing and future conditions
+ ldentifying stakeholders
» Determining project scope, purpose, and goals
* ldentifying project schedule and budget

The Preliminary Engineering phase focuses on:
» Conducting initial fechnical studies, field
investigations, and preliminary engineering

+ Identifying and evaluating potential project
alternatives

+ Refining information and analyses

Feasibility Study and Alternative Evaluation Report

The Preliminary Engineering phase includes conducting
a Feasibility Study which evaluates possible alternatives
and concludes by recommending alternatives to
advance for further study. These are alternatives that
appear fo have the greatest potential of addressing the
project’s purpose and goals while taking info account
their possible environmental, social, and economic
impacts.

This phase also includes developing an Alternative
Evaluation Report (AER) which studies each alternative
advanced by the Feasibility Study, its options and
potential impacts with a much closer lens. The process
involves detailed technical analyses and extensive

Project Development Process

coordination with stakeholders, resource agencies, and
potentially affected communities. The AER takes the work
begun in the Feasibility Study, which looked at potential
alternatives at a conceptual level, and develops them in
much greater detail. Upon completion, the AER will
identify the preferred alternative recommended for
development.

Project Status & Next Steps

The City and BCTID are now concluding the Feasibility
Study. For more than a year, we've been working with a
Stakeholder Committee comprised of representatives
from the City, Butler County, potentially affected
communities and interest groups to identify and evaluate
possible project alternatives. These alternatives have
been narrowed down to two concepts which are being
recommended for further study. The results of the
Feasibility Study will be presented for public review in in-
person and virtual public meetings starting Jan. 23, 2023.

From there, the project tfeam will be conducting
additional technical studies related to these alternatives
as part of the AER. These will include field surveys and
engineering studies to help us better understand
potential impacts and issues that need to be considered.

We also will be meeting with potentially affected
communities to discuss the project and explore
community needs and considerations in greater depth.
These engagements will give the community and
planning feam the opportunity fo work fogether to ensure
that the project integrates the goals of the community as
the alternatives are developed and a preferred
alternative is selected.

The AER is expected to be completed in the fall of 2023.

Public Open House Meeting

Learn more about project recommendations and share
your comments at our next Public Open House meeting:

January 23, 2023 | 5:30 pm -7:30 pm
Fairwood Elementary School
281 N. Fair Avenue
(Meeting content and input opportunities will also be
available online starting Jan. 23 at NorthHamiltonCrossing.org)

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Complete Feasibility Study/
? Public Meeting

Planning T

Preliminary l T

Report (AER)
Engineering UL

? Environmental Engineering

Alternative Evaluation

Construction ?

l Final Engineering/
Right-of-Way

Anybody needing interpretation or franslation services or other reasonable accommodations to participate in the North End
Neighborhood Meeting should contact Allen Messer, City of Hamilton, at Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov or (513) 785-7286.
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Stakeholder Meeting #4
N PID 115755

September 2022
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PUBLIC MEETING

The City of Hamilton and Butler County Transportation Improvement District (BCTID), in

coordination with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), are working to improve traffic
flow and make travel through the northeast portion of the city easier and safer by building a new

road — the North Hamilton Crossing. In January, the City and BCTID are hosting a public open

house meeting to:

= Provide an update on the North Hamilton Crossing project

= Share the results of recently completed studies

= Discuss route alternatives evaluated and those recommended for further study

= Gather community input

Information will be shared in-person and virtually through the project website,

www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETING
January 23, 2023 | 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Fairwood Elementary School

281 N. Fair Avenue

This meeting will be held as an Open House. Come at your
convenience anytime between 5:30 pm and 7:30 pm.

VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
January 23, 2023 - March 12, 2023
www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org

The Virtual Open House will be open 24/7 through March 12.

Information presented online will be the same information
shared at the in-person meeting.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions
required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried out by ODOT
pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of
Understanding dated December 14, 2020 and executed by
FHWA and ODOT.

Anybody needing interpretation or translation services or other reasonable
accommodations to participate in the in-person meeting or virtual Open House should

contact Allen Messer, City of Hamilton, at Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov or (513) 785-7286.
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REUNION PUBLICA

La Ciudad de Hamilton y el Distrito de Mejoramiento del Transporte del Condado de Butler
(BCTID), en coordinacién con el Departamento de Transporte de Ohio (ODOT), estdn

trabajando para mejorar el flujo de trafico y hacer que vigjar por la parte noreste de la ciudad
sea mas facil y seguro mediante la construccion de una nueva carretera. — el cruce del norte
de Hamilton. En enero, la Ciudad y BCTID organizardn una reunién publica de puertas abiertas

para:

= Proporcionar una actualizacion sobre el proyecto North Hamilton Crossing
= Compartir los resultados de estudios finalizados recientemente

= Discutir alternativas de rutas evaluadas y aquellas recomendadas para estudio adicional

= Reunir aportes de la comunidad

La informacién se compartird en persona y virtualmente a fravés del sitio web del proyecto,

www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org.

REUNION PUBLICA PRESENCIAL

Enero 23, 2023 | 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Fairwood Elementary School
281 N. Fair Avenue

Esta reunion se llevard a cabo como una Reunidén de Puerta
Abierta. Venga a su conveniencia en cualguier momento
entre las 5:30 pmy

las 7:30 pm.

RE,UNI(')N DE PUERTA ABIERTA AL
PUBLICO VIRTUAL

Enero 23, 2023 — Marcha 12, 2023

www.NorthHamiltonCrossing.org

La Reunidn de Puerta Abierta Virtual estard abierta las 24 horas del
dia, los 7 dias de la semana hasta el 12 de marzo. La informacién
presentada en linea serd la misma informaciéon compartida en la
I’eUI"lIOﬂ en persona.

La revisién ambiental, la consulta y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales
federales aplicables para este proyecto estdn siendo o han sido realizadas por ODOT de

conformidad con 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento fechado el 14 de
diciembre de 2020 y ejecutado por FHWA y ODOT.

Cualquier persona que necesite servicios de interpretacion o traduccion otras
adaptaciones razonables para participar en la reunion en persona o la Casa Abierta
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virtual debe comunicarse con Allen Messer, Ciudad de Hamilton, al
Allen.Messer@hamilton-oh.gov o (513) 785-7286.
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Appendix B: Notification Materials

Yard Signs
e Images (English & Spanish)
e Placement Map & Photos
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January 23, 2023 | 5:30pm - 7:30pm

PUBLIC MEETING North Hamilton

Fairwood Elementary School CROSSING

(2871 N Fair Avenue)
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The City of Hamilton and Butler County ODOT Project ID: 115755
Transportation Improvement District (BCTID) are
working to improve traffic flow and make travel
through the northeast portion of the city easier and
safer by building a new road - the North Hamilton
Crossing. In January, the City and BCTID are hosting
a public open house meeting to provide:

* Project Updates
* Results of Completed Studies

e Discuss Route Alternatives Evaluated

e Gather Community Input

A Virtual Open House will be open
24/7 from January 23 through

March 12. Information presented
online will be the same information
shared at the in-person meeting.

The routes shown on this map are for discussion/study purposes and are subject to
change as the NHX project progresses through the next phase of development.

o0z or e os CONCEPTUAL ALTERNATIVES

North Hamilton Crossing

Stakeholder Meeting #4
N PID 115755
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More information and virtual open house option at

NORTHHAMILTONCROSSING.ORG
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Enero 23, 2023 | 5 30pm 7:30pm

REUNION PUBLICA North Hamilton

Fairwood Elementary School CROSSING

(2871 N Fair Avenue)
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La Ciudad de Hamilton y el Distrito de Mejoramiento del ODOT Project ID: 115755
Transporte del Condado de Butler (BCTID) estan
trabajando para mejorar el paseo de trafico y hacer que sty
viajar a través de la parte noreste de la ciudad sea mas
facil y seguro mediante la construccion de una nueva

carretera: North Hamilton Crossing. En enero, la Ciudad

Alternativo ABE

] - . -~ - ] @C‘U(ﬁ}
y BCTID organizaran una reunion publica para
proporcionar: %

e Actualizaciones del proyecto

o Resultados de estudios cumplidos

e Discutir alternativas de rutas evaluadas
o Juntar informacion de la comunidad

Una reunion publica virtual estara
disponible las 24 horas del dia, los 7
dias de la semana, empezando desde
el 23 de enero hasta el 12 de marzo.
La informacion presentada en la red
sera la misma informacion compartida
en la reunion en persona.

Las rutas que se muestran en este mapa son para fines de discusién/estudio y estan sujetas a
cambios a medida que el proyecto NHX avanza a través de la siguiente fase de desarrollo.

' ALTERNATIVAS CONCEPTUALES

0.2 0.4 MILE 0.8

North Hamilton Crossing

Stakeholder Meeting #4
N PID 115755

September 2022

Mas informacion y opcion de reunion publica virtual en

NORTHHAMILTONCROSSING.ORG



Yard Sign Locations for January 23, 2023 Public Meeting

(Placed on January 13, 2023)



1 - NW Washington Blvd at West Elkton Road

2 —Combs Park



3

4

- L J Smith Park (North End Fields)

— North B Street at Gordon Avenue



5 — Marcum Park

6- Joe Nuxhall Blvd at North End Fields



7 — Heaton Street at N 7th Street

8 — Miami Street at Vine St



9— Neal Boulevard at SR 4

10 - Vine Street Across from North End Market



11 — Vine Street at N 9t Street

12 - State Route 4 at Fire Station



13- Neal Blvd at Shirley Avenue

14— Neal Blvd at Greenwood



15 — Fair Avenue at Fairwood Elementary

16 - Princeton Road at Hampshire Drive



17 — SR 129 at Hampshire Drive

18 — Fairfield Township Administration Building

(Note the township is also advertising on their message board)



18 — YMCA at Princeton and Morris Road
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